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INCLUDING DUMBO 


WE CAN ALL GET ALONG 

Faithful flourish in Kensington's melting pot 


By Mat Probasco 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

From Gothic cathedral spires 
and towering synagogues to 
tiny storefront mosques, it’s 
hard to get around Kensington 
without bumping into some 
manifestation of holiness. 

Faith lurks on nearly every 

And more often than not, the 
ineffable addresses its faithful 
along cultural lines in this fa- 
mously diverse area. 

Howling Hispanics called 
out for Jesus behind the dirty 
glass windows of a cramped 
tile-floor Pentecostal church on 
Newkirk Avenue every Sunday, g 
Inside, a tiny toddler boy put a £ 
tambourine on his head — J 
crown-of thoms-style. | 

A block away, a litter of chil- s 
dren’s shoes lined the steps of 
See FAITHIEST on page 5 




THE CROSSROADS OF FAITH: Khalifa Hassan, a native of Pakistan, worships at the Al-Mahdi Foundation mosque (far left) on Coney Island Avenue, just blocks away from the International Baptist Church (center), where pas- 
tor John Morgan leads the congregation, also just blocks away from the Inglesia Pentecostal on Church Avenue (far right). 



Levana Kirschenbaum leads a kosher cooking class in Prospect Heights last week. 


Matzo meal 

The best holiday food is the 
kind that takes you home 


By Jordana Rothman 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

My mother once said, “Passover food 
is all about not trying too hard.” Her 
caveat wasn’t about effort, though. It was 
about bravado. It was the response she 
offered when I suggested subbing braised 
short ribs for brisket, classic French 
quenelles for gefilte fish or crusting filets 
of mahi mahi with matzo meal and 
cmshed sage. It was her way of suggest- 
ing that Passover is about honoring tradi- 
tion, not about reinventing it. 

“Not trying too hard” leaves room for the 
gelatinous texture and briny sting of gefilte 
fish, the robust nuances of braised meat and 


the dimension of a kugel as its crisp upper 
crust falls away to reveal its savory, mealy 
interior. There’s a time and place for experi- 
mentation, but for many, the Passover table, 
where first they lusted after a thimbleful of 
Manischewitz, is a place to return to the fa- 
miliar flavors of their youth. 

At my house, rolled into each matzo ball 
and seared into each brisket is a meandering 
family history, begun on the shores of the 
Black Sea and stretching from Queens and 
Brooklyn to New Jersey and Boca Raton. 
The recipes are ancient and thick with his- 
tory; the aromas curling forth from the oven 
are unchanged, the flavors as evocative and 
nostalgic as any family album. 

See MATZO on page 1 0 


Welcome to our second annual 
"Faith in Brooklyn" special issue, 
published on the eve of Easter and 
Passover. But this week's Paper is- 
n't just a Judeo-Christian celebra- 
tion. As in last year's collector's edi- 
tion, we're exploring faith in the 
broadest sense of the word. Inside, 
stories look at the borough's "faith- 
iest" neighborhood (Kensington, 
above), Passover cooking (at left), the ancient Chinese art of tai chi (see 
page 6), houses of worship where gays and lesbians are welcome (see 1 
page 3), an atheist who is proud of her beliefs (see page 5), and our na- = 
tion's shocking lack of religious literacy (see page 3). Even Smartmom >• 
gets into the act, with a review of a "Passover Haggadah for Buddhists f 
— and Jews " (see page 1 3). Enjoy — and have faith. | 
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SPECIAL ISSUE 


State: We never saw Yards numbers 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

State officials admitted this week that 
when they approved Atlantic Yards last 
year they were relying on documents 
that were incomplete — and may have 
even been in violation of Bmce Ratner’s 
original pact with the state and city. 

The documents contained Ratner’s 
cash-flow projections and other informa- 
tion required under the original Atlantic 
Yards Memorandum of Understanding, but 
lacked other key financial details of the 
project’s arena, 6,000 housing units and 
hundreds of thousands of square feet of 
commercial development. 

The information in the documents had 
been provided by Ratner to the accounting 
giant KPMG, which made its own as- 
sumptions about the accuracy of the infor- 
mation. The company, whose work was 
paid for by Ratner, said it verified the Rat- 
ner-provided data “to the extent possible.” 

Ratner’s failure to provide a compre- 
hensive plan appears to violate the 2005 
MOU, which was signed by the developer, 
Mayor Bloomberg and Gov. Pataki. That 
document mandated a public review of a 
“financing and operating plan” in ex- 
change for political support and $200 mil- 
lion from the city and the state (since 
raised to $305 million). 

The missing business plan was first re- 
ported by the New York Sun this week. 

The disclosure that the ESDC approved 
Atlantic Yards without seeing Ratner’s full 



Ratner set to demolish his 'Ward' 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bruce Ratner is about to tear 
down the most historic building 
in the footprint of Atlantic 
Yards, but he’s doing it green! 

The developer began prepping 
the Wards Bakery complex, at 800 
Pacific St., for an eco-friendly 
demolition last week, several 
months after activists lost a three- 
year fight to preserve the ornate, 
95-year-old building as a city land- 

The building — whose destruc- 
tion “would constitute a significant 
adverse [historic] impact” accord- 
ing to even Ratner’s boosters at the 
Empire State Development Corpo- 
ration — will not be saved, but it 
will live on in a very different 
form: Three-quarters of the rubble 
will be recycled. 

“We are seeking out every 
possible way to make Atlantic 
Yards as eco-friendly and envi- 
ronmentally responsible as possi- 
ble,” Ratner said in the statement. 

But Ratner’s green thumb is not 
just a matter of enviromental stew- 
ardship, but also his bottom line: In 
New York Stale, builders who meet 
certain criteria for energy and waste 
efficiency can claim up to $7.50 


per square foot against their state 
tax bill, saving them hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 


Ratner’s opponents slammed 
the developer for destroying the 
building — which was once 


called a “snow-white temple of 
bread-making cleanliness,” but 
more recently was seen as the 


great white hope of those who 
sought to block Atlantic Yards. 

Built in 191 1 , it is recognizable 
by its ornamental arches and terra 
cotta facade, an edifice that, if 
polished, would shine. 

“It was an integral part of the 
Prospect Heights landscape that 
we didn’t think had to be cmshed,” 
said Develop Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn spokesman Daniel Gold- 
stein, who was part of the fight to 
save the structure. 

But the ESDC said that it was 
“not practicable” to reuse it, and 
Ratner has said he can’t build his 
$4-billion Atlantic Yards with the 
Ward plant in his way. 

The bakery demolition is only 
a small part of this phase of At- 
lantic Yards. 

„ In a rush to complete his Frank 
g Gehry-designed basketball arena 
* in time for the 2009 season, Rat- 
J ner has his sights on tearing down 
s 15 buildings on Pacific Street, be- 
1 tween Fifth and Sixth avenues; 
| on Dean Street; and on Flatbush, 
J, Atlantic and Vanderbilt avenues. 

| In a letter sent to local commu- 
“ nity boards last week, a Ratner 
^ spokesperson said that the demo- 
litions would take six months to 
complete. 



business plan comes after months of pres- 
sure from opponents and Brooklyn public 
officials who criticized the state for failing 
to release the full financial review of the 
largest development in the borough’s histo- 
ry- 

Assemblyman Jim Brennan (D-Park 
Slope) and state Sen. Velmanette Mont- 
gomery (D-Park Slope) sued the ESDC to 
get the Ml review. Now it turns out that 
the state never had it to provide — and lo- 
cal politicians are furious. 

“The state should have known every- 
thing there is to know about the project and 
disclosed it to the public,” said Sam Rock- 
well, a spokesman for Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights). 

“The fact that they didn’t even have the 
first step completed doesn’t reflect well.” 

ESDC spokesman Errol Cockfield de- 
nied state officials ignored their own 
MOU. The previous administration “felt 
comfortable” relying on the KPMG report, 
he said. “[The financial documents ] met 
the test for the previous administration to 
forward [the project] to the state for ap- 
proval,” he said. 

The KPMG report projects that Ratner 
will walk away with a $400-million profit 
from his state-backed $4-billion Prospect 
Heights Xanadu. 

Brennan said he had sued to see the fi- 
nancial documents because they are impor- 
tant to backing up — or dispelling — Rat- 
ner’s claim that the project needs to be so 
big in order to allow him to build the bas- 
ketball arena and 2,250 units of below- 
market-rate housing. 

“This information is absolutely relevant 
to anyone seeking to amend this project at 
all,” Brennan said. 

Forest City Ratner did not respond to 
questions from The Brooklyn Paper. 
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RISTORANTE 

Celebrate Easter 

Sunday, April 8th 

V *1895 per child 

Appetizer ■ — 

Insalata Organica • Mozzarella Fresca • Cocktail di Gamberi (additional $4.95) 
Grilled Vegetable Napoleon • Traditional Hot Antipasto 
Portobello saute con Polenta 

Zuppe Sc Pasta 

Minestrone • Lobster Bisque 
Penne with fresh tomato & basil 
. | Angel hair with shrimps and asparagus in pink sauce 
Risotto with an array of seafood & diced tomatoes 
Baked homemade pasta with mushrooms, meatballs, basil & tomato sauce 

Entree 

Spring baby lamb, seasoned with rosemary served with red bliss potatoes 
Salmon topped with breadcrumbs & herbs 
Tilapia fish sauteed with capers & lemon 
Chicken breast sauteed & topped with asparagus, mozzarella &C tomato 
Veal scaloppini topped with prosciutto, mozzarella, eggplant & tomato in a brown sauce 



Grilled sirloin steak (additional $5.95) 

Coffee ** Pastiera ** Assorted Desserts 

Espresso - additional $1, Cappuccino - additional $1.50 

Now Accepting Reservations 7 1 8 - 852-50 1 5 
345 Court Street (corner of Union St.) 
Free Valet Parking • 




Tickets and info: 

www.BrooklynCenterOnline.org (718) 951-4500 


I MURRAY 
I F E I S S 


Normandie Court 

floor lamps • table lamps • lampshades 
repairs • ceiling fans • low voltage lighting 
MIRRORS • TABLES • DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES 


Everything in lighting. . . Discounted! 

1073 39th Street (718) 436-2207 

(corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) 


Got Lighting? 


We’re New York’s largest lighting store! 


Walt Whitman Theatre, one block from the junction of FI at bush & Nostrand Avenues. 
On-site paid parking available. (2 train to Flatbush Avenue) 

Program support provided by: (nTCucture 


YN CENTER 


i Sfi 1 

2006-2007 SEASON 


WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY SUNDAY 

March 3 1 April 1 


MONDAY WEDNESDAY FRIDAY 

April 2 April 4 April 6 



Taking shots 

Tonight Brooklyn Papers 
shutterbug Daniel 
Krieger (pictured), whose 
work you can catch on 
page 1, opens his solo 
show, "8 Dreams," at 
Mini Bar. We're happy 
for him, of course, but 
we hope he doesn't stop 
returning our calls! 

7 pm at Mini Bar (482 Court 
St. at Fourth Place in Carroll 
Gardens). For information. 


Norway 
to go 

This year's Miss Norway 
of Greater NY and Miss 
Norwegian Heritage will 
be chosen where? In 
Brooklyn, of course. The 
tri-state competition will 
bring 16 prom dress- 
wearing ladies to the bo- 
rough, selecting finalists 
based on their smarts, 
looks and ambition. 

2 pm at Norwegian Christian 
Home & Health Center (1250 
67 St. at 12th Avenue in 
Dyker Heights). For informa- 
tion call (718) 5 04-4633. 




Magnetic 

blues 


Brooklyn Heights rock 
shop Magnetic Field 
continues its local music 
series, which features 
one band playing one 
set and a crowd fueled 
by $1 beer. Be a sport 
and buy a drink for 
tonight's performer, local 
bluesman Nate Farrar. 

8 pm at Magnetic Field (97 
Atlantic Ave. at Henry Street 
in Brooklyn Heights). Free. 

For information, call (718) 
834-0069. 


Spunk Rock 

Fight Atlantic Yards and 
rock out as Southpaw 
hosts a Develop Don't 
Destroy Brooklyn benefit 
show. Vintage British 
band the Spunk Lads do 
their reunion show shtick 
after opening act 
Seanchai 8i The Unity 
Squad confuse everyone 
with their Irish hip-hop. 

8 pm at Southpaw (125 Fifth 
Ave. at Sterling Place in Park 
Slope). $15. For information, 
call (718) 230-0236. 




Living legend 

The last time we caught 
blues giant Danny Kalb 
at Barbes, the "Blues 
Project" frontman cov- 
ered everything from 
Lead Belly to a song 
from "The Sound of 
Music." Expect more of 
the same from this true 
giant — and Park Slope 
resident. 


8 pm at Barbes (376 Ninth St., 
at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope). Suggested donation, 
$10. For information, call 
(718) 965-9177. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 
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GIVE ’EM THAT OL’ GAY RELIGION 


Religious 
institutions 
reach out 
to gays 

By Joe Pompeo 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Carol Scott stood before 
her congregation one recent 
Sunday and announced she 
had rescinded her membership 
in the National Methodist 
Church due to its discrimina- 
tory stance on homosexuality. 
It was a life-altering moment 
for the 41-year-old Prospect 
Heights resident. 

“It was an incredibly hard 
decision that took many months 
of prayer, mediation and griev- 
ing,” she said that afternoon in 
the basement of Park Slope 
United Methodist Church. 

“But it was a deepening, 
clarifying step in my faith jour- 
ney. I’m not stepping away 
from my faith; I’m stepping 

Dorothee Benz, 44, Scott’s 
partner of three years added: 
“Many of us wrestle with this 
every day and it’s an almost 
constant questioning. But if 
you’re interested in a spiritual 
journey, there are places within 
the church that get it right.” 

Scott and Benz are among 
the many religious members of 
Brooklyn’s gay and lesbian 
community. Bound either by 
tradition or the need for spiritu- 
al ties to religious institutions 
that deem their sexuality im- 
moral, many straggle to divorce 
faith from church policy. But 
whether they remain active in 
their denominations or choose 
to worship only as part of a lo- 
cal congregation, gay people 
here seem increasingly com- 
fortable practicing their faith in 
an organized way. 

Take Laura Perry, a former 
Catholic who joined Park Slope 
Methodist in 2003. 

Perry left the Catholic Church 
more than two decades ago due 
to what she called “conflicts of 
prejudice and exclusion.” 

She remained a woman 
without a church for the next 18 
years, but when she moved to 
Park Slope, she decided that 
joining a church would be a 



Dorothee Benz (right) and Carol Scott at the Park Slope United Methodist Church o 
Avenue and Eighth Street, which welcomes lesbians and gays. 


Faith 

in Brooklyn 


good way to become active in 
the community. 

At Park Slope Methodist, she 
felt like she “had come home,” 
she said. 

The church not only wel- 
comes gays and lesbians, but 
also has a “reconciling commit- 
tee” that works toward changing 
national church policy, and as a 
sign of solidarity will not per- 
form any wedding ceremonies 


j, until all people can get married. 


Now 58, Perry is troubled by 
the policies of her national 
church, which bars homosexu- 
als from ministry 
and marriage. But I 


she takes pride in her local con- 
gregation — 30 percent of 
which, according to its pastor, is 
gay and lesbian. 

Ira Sherman, 55, of Carroll 
Gardens, feels the same way 
about Kane Street Synagogue in 
Cobble Hill. For 16 years, he’s 
attended services at this Conser- 
vative synagogue. 

“My first recollection [of 
Kane Street Synagogue] was 
impassioned speech by it 
then-president in response to 
anti-gay remarks Pat 
Robertson made,” Sher- 
man recalled. “I w: 
prised to find such an ac- 
cepting congregation.” 

Conservative Ju- - 
daism as a whole, f 


Recent policy revisions allow 
for the acceptance of openly gay 
and lesbian students into profes- 
sional rabbinic schools, and for 
the recognition of same-sex 
partners. 

But different faiths vary. The 
Muslim world still considers 
homosexuality highly taboo. An 
international gay Muslim organ- 


Don't know much about theology 


RELIGION 101: A 



primer 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 


Nearly 90 percent of Americans say 
they believe in God — now, quick, can 
you name the Four Gospels? 

If you can’t, you’re not alone. Despite 
our nation’s incredibly strong faith, 
Americans don’t know their 
Asaf from their Ezekial. 

“The spiritual State of the 
Union is abysmal,” said Stephen 
Prothero, chair of 
Boston University’s 
religion department 
and author of a 

“Religious Litera- i. 1 
cy” — that urges 
greater teaching of 
religion in school. 

Whoa, but not to \ 
late our nation’s traditional 
barrier between Church and 
State. Prothero’s religion 
knowledge. 

“Knowing religion is conducive to a 
good Democracy,” said Prothero. 

We see it played out every day on the 
killing fields of Iraq and Afghanistan. 
The inability of the people leading the 
“war on terror” to figure out the basics of 
Islam — Shiites? Sunnis? Kurds? Who 
knows? — only exacerbates the prob- 
lem, he said. 

“We’re surprised that all of a sudden, 
the Sunnis and Shiites are fighting, but 
that’s the kind of thing you would learn 
in high school,” Prothero said. 



To demonstrate how little Americans 
know about the basics of religion, 
Prothero gives students a religion quiz. 
The 15-question test covers everything 
from the 10 Commandments (can any- 
one really name them all?) to what the 
First Amendment says. 

To test Brooklyn’s religious literacy, a 
Brooklyn Paper reporter hit 
the streets with the 10 
easiest questions from 
Prothero’s quiz (see 
graphic). Most respon- 
dants considered 
themselves Believers 
— and most of them 
failed the quiz anyway. 

dentally right. 

When one woman 

sacred Hindu text, she 
laughingly said, “The 
Kama Sutra,” without 
realizing she was correct. 
Her husband leaned over and said, “Isn’t 
that a sex manual?” (It is. Now, that’s a 
cool religion!) 

On average, people got about six of 
the 10 Commandments and absolutely 
no one knew the Four Noble Truths of 
Buddhism. 

The results may seem odd, consider- 
ing the Bible’s omnipresence in our soci- 
ety. That’s why Prothero believes that ed- 
ucation is necessary — not just for 
personal understanding, but also on a na- 
tional and international level. 

But some Brooklynites warned that a 


school religion class could be- 
come an excuse to preach. 

mentalist to teach my kids that 
evolution isn’t true and make 
them pray in school,” said one 
Park Slope mom, who didn’t 
wish to be identified. 

She conceded, however, “If 
teaching them religions — as 
long as it’s not an excuse to 
make them religious — 
makes them aware of the 
world, then I think it’s OK.” 

Her squeamishness is 
common, but the problem is 
avoidable with good train- 
ing and a little open-mind- 
edness, said Prothero. 

“There’s no constitution- 
al barrier to teaching reli- 
gion,” he said, simplifying 
the problem to the teach- 
ing of religion — bad — 
vs. the teaching about reli- 
gion — good. 

“There are going to be 
unconstitutional teach- 
ings, but that already 
happens anyway with In- 
telligent Design classes,” 
Prothero said. 

“We go to court and 
get it straightened out. 

That’s what they’re for.” 

Or we could all just 
watch “Pulp Fiction” 
and read “The Da Vinci 
Code.” 



ization called Al-Fatiha has 
gained prominence, but New 
York lacks an organized gay Is- 
lamic presence. 

And while some Christian 
denominations, like the Episco- 
palians, have made significant 
strides towards eliminating dis- 
crimination within their church- 
es, only two — the Unitarian 
Universalist Association and 
, the United Church of Christ 
— have eliminated all bar- 
including marriage, 
between gay and 
straight members. 

Many Christians, 
both gay and straight, 
believe the Bible’s 
L message of uncondi- 
tional acceptance 
. supports the notion 
I i of equality for ho- 
■ J mosexuals. 

, -r “You can’t get 
v through a page of the 
New Testament without 
being confronted with the 
I mandate of being truly 
[ welcoming and open to all 
people,” said Benz. 

But the governing bod- 
ies of most Chistian faiths 
interpret other portions of 
the Bible as a condemna- 
tion of homosexuality. 

That staunch opposition 
;o homosexuality drove Bill 
Foote away from his local 
parish and towards a month- 
| ly mass organized by Dig- 
I nity/Brooklyn, the local chap- 
ter of a national support 
network for gay Catholics. 

The group hosts mass every 
third Saturday of the month in a 
Prospect Heights brownstone 
owned by St. Ann & the Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church. For a 
lifelong Catholic like Foote, it’s 
a way to remain connected to a 
religion that does not fully accept 
his sexuality. 

“It’s helped me to better un- 
derstand my faith,” said the 55- 
year-old. “I like the idea that I 
feel very much a part of the 
church even though I’m not ac- 
tive in a parish. It’s about fol- 
lowing a belief that’s ingrained 

Scott, the recentiy resigned 
Methodist, plans to remain an in- 
tegral part of Park Slope 
Methodist. She said at this point 
in her life, she is focused on “liv- 
ing according to the Gospel” as 
opposed to being a Methodist. 

“Faith is not the church, or 
what any one rulebook tells 
you,” she said. “It’s a living, 
breathing relationship just like 
any other.” 


Live the Loft Life 




Newly Renovated One, Two and Three 
Bedroom Residences from $ 440,000 


THESE LOFT-LIKE RESIDENCES FEATURE: 

• High volume ceilings and oversized windows 

• Gourmet kitchens featuring granite countertops, 
KitchenAid and Bosch appliances 

• Classic baths of Carrera marble 

• Solid hardwood floors throughout 

THIS LOFT-LIKE LIFESTYLE INCLUDES: 

• Fully equipped fitness center 

• Private landscaped garden courtyard 

• On-site parking for many homes 

• Bicycle room 


50 1 ADAMS STREET 
HOBOKEN, NJ 07030 

201.795.0055 

www.AdamsSquare.com 


AN R SQUARED RESIDENTIAL CONDOMINIUM 



J 




THIS WEEK, EXPLORE THE 
DEPTHS OF THE OCEAN AND 
YOUR IMAGINATION. 


SPRING AT 
THE AQUARIUM 


Plunge into an underwater adventure. Swim through 
all the colors of a coral reef. Let a sea lion teach you how 
to kiss. Or have a close encounter of the jellyfish kind. 
This spring, wet your kid’s imagination at the New York 
Aquarium. It’ll be a wild time they’ll never forget. 


To purchase tickets and to get directions, 
visit nyaquarium.com or call 718-265-3474. 
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Single white believer seeks the same 



By Liz Cooper 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Surfing through profiles on 
ChristianMingle.com, it seems 
the prerequisite is to already 
be in a committed relationship 
— with the Lord. 

“I’m looking for a God-fear- 
ing woman, a woman who 
loves the Lord...” beckons a 
man from his bio photo. On an- 
other page, a woman in mid- 
giggle from her photo exclaims: 
“I am a Christian woman who 
is passionately in love with the 
Lord...” 

Could this be a match made 
in heaven? 

For singles of all faiths, sal- 
vation (or at least love) can be 
found online with dating Web 
sites that narrow in on all reli- 
gions and beliefs. Jill, 28 and 
Mathew, 27 of Marine Park, 
had briefly met through mutual 
friends, but it took crossing 


paths on JDate, the go-to online 
dating site for Jewish singles, 
to result in many daters’ ulti- 
mate goal — marriage. And 
Faye, a 24-year-old Muslim, 
met her husband on 
ArabLounge.com. 

“Arranged marriage is no 
longer acceptable in most Arab 
families. Instead, a method of 
courting has taken over,” she 
explains. “Young people who 
are of marrying age attend a 
number of social gatherings. 
This puts those of us who are 
busy with educational and 
work-related obligations in 
somewhat of a bind. For a lot 
of young Muslim profession- 
als, the Internet is a great way 
to meet someone of a similar 
background.” 

But for many in the real dat- 
ing world, and not the virtual 
playground, the singles’ scene 
for faith-minded folks can be 
less then divine. Mohammed 


Faith 

in Brooklyn 


— a Brooklyn Muslim who, 
like many others in his religion, 
doesn’t believe in conventional 
dating, but wants to court a 
wife through friends and ac- 
quaintances — says at age 25 
he’s “way overdue.” 

“I’ve waited this long out of 
fear. It’s new territory — your 
whole life changes when you 
make that choice,” he explains. 

For religious singles who reg- 
ularly put themselves out there, 
they don’t have just the small 
talk to worry about, but also in 
some cases, that pink elephant in 
the room — their faith. 


Lisa, 33, a New York 
transplant, who convert- 
ed from Judaism to 
Christianity as a pre-teen, 
describes one date she 
had with someone who 
wasn’t like-minded. 

He brought up astrolo- 
gy, and when she asked 
him if he believed in it, 
his response was, “Well, I’d 
sooner believe in it than a guy 
standing on a rock telling me, 
‘God wants you to do these 10 
things and you’re damned if 
you don’t, but don’t worry, he 
loves you anyway.’” 

That pretty much ended that 
date, like so many others be- 
fore it: “Basically New York 
City is a culture where ‘Christ- 
ian bashing’ is encouraged and 
I have encountered it at many 

For Lisa, going out with fel- 
low Christians has provided 
beneficial aspects to the usual 


dating woes, “There is some- 
thing comforting about dating 
a Christian and knowing they 
won’t push [sex]... It’s the 
same feeling as bowing your 
head in prayer before dinner 
and knowing the other person 
isn’t looking around to see who 
is watching.” 

Cindy Gaidai, director of the 
Tri-State Oasis Singles Min- 
istry, a Christian-based organi- 
zation out of Bay Ridge, holds 
various annual events designed 
to take the pressure off finding 
someone. She founded the 
group because as a single 
woman she was tired of attend- 
ing singles events where she 
would end up feeling “more 
lonely” afterward. 

“So many singles watch their 
friends get married, and the Oa- 
sis events allow people to 
branch out and make deeper 
connections,” explains Cindy. 
“We want them to connect with 


Christ, live a life of service. Not 
get wrapped up in being single.” 
And for some of those unat- 
tached, like Tom, 37, who 
comes from a traditional 
Catholic family, the preference 
is to let fate take its course. He 
says he mostly meets women by 
accident, on the subway, parties, 
through friends, rather than seek 
through church or singles 
groups. He feels that sometimes 
the “religion angle almost be- 
comes a counterpoint.” 

And although he prefers to 
date women who have a similar 
value set as him, he admits that 
he’s not as strict as he used to 
be about finding someone who 
is specifically Catholic: “I al- 
lowed religion to erase some 
possibilities in the past, and I 
regret that. What I’ve learned is 
that relationships on a personal 
level are about how you can re- 
late, get along and respect the 
differences.” 


Hooking up 
— online 


Here are some of the most popular online religious dating sites (with their mottos). 


• www.ChristianMingle.com ("Christian web site for Christian singles.") 

• www.JDate.com ("Explore the possibilities.") 

• www.LatterDayLove.com ("Helping Latter Day Saints find love.") 


• www.CatholicMatch.com ("Dedicated to Saint Raphael — patron 

• www.DharmaMatch.com ("Where spiritual singles meet.") 

• www.ChristianCafe.com ("All Christians. All single.") — Cooper 


God to Ratner: Don't build so big 


I F THERE ARE ANY ATHEIST 
opponents of Atlantic Yards, they 
might want to start believing in 
God — because God, apparently, is 
opposed to Bruce Ratner’s mega-de- 
velopment. 

Now, of course, I’m simplifying 
one of the great theocratic questions 
of our time: Is God reserving a spe- 
cial, Old Testament-style wrath for his 
disloyal servant, Brace Ratner? 

Simplification or not, an increasing 
number of men of the cloth believe 
He is. 

The debate over the godlessness of 
Ratner’s 16-tower arena, office and 
residential development began earlier 
this year when a Long Island priest, 
the Rev. Fred Jenkins of St. Luke’s 
Pentecostal Church, announced that 
he opposed Atlantic Yards on reli- 
gious grounds. 

God, he said, does not support the 
use of eminent domain — which is 
necessary if Ratner is to realize his vi- 

The moral crusade against the 
mega-development was later joined 
by the Rev. Daniel Meeter of the Old 



First Reformed Church in Park Slope. 

On his blog (yes, even pastors 
have blogs nowadays), Meeter called 
Atlantic Yards “a moral issue” be- 

“The Bible is not against develop- 
ment,” Meeter wrote. “But the scale 
of a project can affect its relative 
morality. The scale of this project is 
monstrous. It’s a moral issue.” 

Another “moral issue”? His belief 
that government agencies were “prej- 
udiced” in favor of Ratner. 

“In this case, [government] is play- 
ing for one of the teams,” Meeter 
wrote. “That itself is a moral issue.” 
And, like so many things Biblical, 
therein lies a great story. 

In the Old Testament book of 
Kings, there is a tale of Naboth and 
his vineyard. Now, this wasn’t an 


Ernest and Julio Gallo-sized factory 
farm, but a small vineyard that just 
happened to be sitting on land that 
King Ahab wanted. But alas, the 
Torah forbade the king from seizing 
the land. 

But Ahab’s wife, Queen Jezebel 
(who was a gentile, but that’s a whole 
nother story!) tricked the town fathers 
into believing that Naboth had spoken 
against God and the king. For that, 
Naboth was sentenced to death, paving 
the way for Ahab to take the land. 

Given the facts about Atlantic 
Yards, it’s a pretty compelling story. 
Naboth (Brooklyn) had a vineyard 
(private homes) that he didn’t want to 
give up, so the town fathers (the Em- 
pire State Development Corporation) 
took it away from him and gave it to 
Ahab (Ratner). 

But is it illustrative? After all , Ahab 
(Ratner) got his land and lived happily 
ever after? Wrong. The Biblical story 
tells how God was so angry about what 
had happened to Naboth (Brooklyn) 
that Ahab (Ratner) was later killed in a 
freak accident (freak accident?). 

Meeter said he wasn’t surprised. 


“In the Torah, small owners of private 
property are seen as where prosperity 
lies. In that way, Atlantic Yards 
breaks the rales of the Torah.” 

Meeter also cited the stories of the 
Tower of Babel (God was against it) 
and Adam and Eve as Biblical exam- 
ples of leaders not knowing when to 
say, “Enough.” 

“I don’t know what [Atlantic Yards 
architect] Frank Gehry wants,” 
Meeter wrote. “I don’t know what 
Brace Ratner wants or what [Bor- 
ough President] Marty Markowitz 
wants. I don’t think they want to be 
like gods. But apparently they don’t 
know when to say, ‘No, Enough.’” 

On the other hand, plenty of 
Brooklynites are saying they want 
more of Meeter. The pastor said his 
Atlantic Yards blog post has gotten 
him more traffic than any prior entry. 

“If you google my name, the At- 
lantic Yards thing comes up,” Meeter 
told me. 

First a blog, and now he’s googling 
his own name. But it all goes to show 
you that with Atlantic Yards, there is 
no separation of church and state. 


The great thereafter? 

What is heaven? What is hell? We hit the streets to find out. — Ariella Cohen 

Respondent 

Heaven / Hell 

Chris Havens, Boerum Hill, 
real estate broker 

That reminds me of a joke: A real-estate broker shows up 
in heaven and it's a closing. He says, "Wait, 1 wonder 
what hell is." It turns out, hell is a closing, too. He asks 
about it, and Satan says, "In heaven, the sale actually 
closes." 

Ron Schweiger, Flatlands, 
Brooklyn Borough Historian 

Heaven is a vacation in a beautiful paradise, or a cooper- 
ative classroom. Hell is when a teacher has a class that 
won't be quiet. 

Susan Liddell, DUMBO, bike 
mechanic 

Heaven is someplace where people are able to get along 
with with no drama. Hell is a day filled with working on 
French bicycles. 

Ken Siegelman, Bensonhurst, 
poet laureate of Brooklyn 

Heaven is what you make of it in this life and the coming 
life. Hell is living with illness. 

Greg O'Connell, Cobble 
Hill, developer 

Heaven is family and health. Hell? Luckily, 1 haven't found 
that yet. 

Page Neal, Prospect 
Heights, jewelry designer 

Heaven is being positive and focused with lots of snacks 
and beaches in the mix. Hell is having an office job where 
1 am surrounded by non-funny people who think that 
talking in strange accents is amusing. 

Simcha Weinstein, Brooklyn 
Heights, rabbi, Pratt Institute 

Heaven is the culmination of all the good deeds a person 
has done. You're building your own paradise. It's the dif- 
ference between 'being' and 'becoming.' This world is 
the 'becoming.' Hell is all the good deeds you could have 
done, but didn't do when you had the chance. 


Join ‘B’nai ‘Avraftam 

Tor A Tassover Seder or Two 

117 Remsen Street (beween Clinton & Henry streets) 
Brooklyn Heights 

Monday, April 2nd - 7:00 
First Seder with Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 

Tuesday, April 3rd - 7:00 
Second Seder with Rabbi Simcha Weinstein 

7:00 Evening Services ■ 7:45 pm Seders 

Cost: $ 50/mg fit or $go/f>otfi nig fits 
Students &? Senior Citizens $36/nigfit 
Cfiddren (5-12) $ 10 
Cfiddren under 5 are free 



Chabad of Brownstone Brooklyn 

.^wishes you a" 

happy and healthy Passover 


Free Hand-Baked Shmurah Matzah 
for Brownstone Brooklyn residents 

Compliments of Chabad 

For information on how to receive your complimentary hand-made Shmurah 
Matzah, log on to www.ChabadBrownstoneBrooklyn.com . 


No place for the Seder? 

No worry! 

Join us for a beautiful and meaningful seder exploring the eternal 
message of the Haggada — delicious 
catered meal, fine imported wine and 
hand-made Shmurah Matzah 


Park Slope 

Tuesday Eveing 8:30 pm 
70 Prospect Park West 

To make reservation 
ChabadPS@aol.com 


1 
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Chabad of Brownstone Brooklyn 

e. Prospect Heights, Red Hook, Windsor Terrace, Carroll Gardens, and neighboring cc 
Under the auspices of NCFJE. Rabbi Shimon Hecht. (718) 965-9836. 


Register now for Park Slope's Chai Hebrew School — See 01 


A 




Rocks of ages 

We're not called the Borough of Churches for nothing. 
The oldest church in Brooklyn — the Flatbush Dutch 
Reformed Church — was ordered built by Peter Stuy- 
vesant himself in 1662 (though it wasn't completed un- 
til 1793). Here is how other Brooklyn congregations 
stack up (unlike Dutch Reformed, most are not housed 
in their original buildings). — Christie Rizk 

Congregation (neighborhood) 

Age 

Dawood Mosque (Boerum Hill) 

83 years 

Congregation Mount Sinai (Brooklyn Heights) 

125 years 

Sacred Hearts of Jesus, Mary & St Stephen (Carroll Gardens) 

125 years 

Sixth Avenue Baptist Church (Park Slope) 

140 years 

Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church (Fort Greene) 

150 years 

Kane Street Synagogue (Cobble Hill) 

150 years 

St. Patrick's (Bay Ridge) 

157 years 

Holy Cross Church (Flatbush) 

159 years 

Plymouth Church (Brooklyn Heights) 

160 years 

St. John's Episcopal Church (Bay Ridge) 

173 years 

New Utrecht Reformed Church (Bensonhurst) 

179 years 
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'Nothing' but beliefs 


By Nica Lalli 

The Brooklyn Paper 

When you identify your reli- 
gious affiliation as “Nothing,” it 
can be challenging to figure out 
what you do believe in. 

It can be easier to say what 
you don’t believe in — as in “I 
don’t believe in God,” “I don’t 
believe that there is a divine en- 
tity in the sky that tangles with 
us down here on Earth,” and “I 
don’t believe that things happen 
because there is a force or a 
personality willing them to be.” 
But being “nothing” doesn’t 
mean believing in nothing. So 
what do I believe in? 

I believe that we, as humans, 
control our own minds and ac- 
tions. When a church-going 
person says, “Thank God,” I 
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"Combining Spa & Wellness with Medicine" 


PHYSICIAN-DIRECTED 

MASSAGE THERAPY • FACIAL/SKI NCARE SERVICES • LASER HAIR REDUCTION 
LASER FOTO-FACIAL REJUVENATION • ANTI-AGING TREATMENTS 
LIFE-STYLE MODIFICATION PROGRAMS • SPORTS MEDICINE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY • PAIN MANAGEMENT • NUTRITION COUNSELING 
ACUPUNCTURE • AESTHETIC/PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY 

71 Carroll Street Brooklyn, NY 11231 • 718.797.9797 • www.lomawellness.cor 


Holy Week at Plymouth 


Rev. David C. Fisher, Senior Minister 
Bruce Oelschlager, Minister of Music 

Sunday, April I • I 1 :00 a.m. 

Palm Sunday Worship Service 

Thursday, April 5 • 7:00 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday Communion 
and Tenebrae Service 

Friday, April 6 

Good Friday 

12:00 — 3:00 p.m. Sanctuary open 

Sunday, April 8 • I 1 :00 a.m. 

Easter Worship Service 

Rev. Dr. David C. Fisher, preaching 

The Plymouth Choir performs selections from the Brahms Requi 
and An Easter Hallelujah by Melchior Vulpius. A traditional 
Easter egg hunt follows in the Cranberry Street Garden. 


I 


| Plymouth 
Church of the 
Pilgrims 

Gathering in joy and faith 


Orange Street, between Hicks and Henry 
Brooklyn Heights 
718-624-4743 


www.plymouthchurch.org 


I lands on hi Ip In mi llichrart^v, 

>2«l tfc's Senior Source FYoqraTi 


Navigating the vast array of 
health care services and resources ■ 
can be confusing. Selfhelp has the I 
experience and knowledge to make V 
sense of it all for you and your loved m | 
ones. ..relieving you ofthe worry. r 

Benefits: 

• 24/7 Care Management 

• In-Home Assessments 

• Benefits & Entitlements Advocacy 

• Customized Care Plan 

• Crisis Intervention 




The right care at the right time. . .for the ones you love. 


For more information: 

Call (800) 935-3701 

Or visit us online at www.selfhelp.net 


Selthei 


Faith 

in Brocfelyft 


say, “Thank me.” 

At my house, grace is not for 
thanking a god for providing 
food, but rather for thanking 
those who worked to literally 
put the food on the table. That 
is usually me, so I get the credit 
for doing the cooking. 

I have been told that this is 
arrogant, that God is the one 
who provides, and we should 
be his grateful servants. I say 
that thinking that God cares 
about you is arrogant — I mean 
doesn’t he have better things to 
do with his time than listen to 
us whining about dinner? 

The human condition — the 
quest for happiness, the desire 
to better oneself, and the ability 
to learn, change and heal — is 
what really confirms my belief 
in people. When lives are 
changed, some would say that 
God is testing or challenging 
us. But I say that the challenge 
comes from within. 

I have seen this happen, like 
when my friend was widowed 
and he didn’t think he could 
make it through life alone . But he 
did, and he is now remarried and, 
I am thrilled to say, he is happy. 
He didn’t forget his pain, though. 
But he learned to live with it. 

I also believe in strong com- 
munity, which is all about people. 
And so I try to make a difference, 
stay involved and watch out for 
my neighbors. I work to make 
Park Slope a better place, and if 
you forget to move your car on 
street-cleaning day, God won’t 
save you from a ticket, but I will. 

I saw the first sign of spring 


‘Nothing’ is 
delivered 

I was driving in Manhattan one day. I signaled to make a 
right turn onto Broadway. There were many people all around 
the car, including pedestrians, other drivers, and a bus at the 
intersection full of riders. There were huge advertisements on 
the side of the bus, blown-up 
pictures of celebrities — peo- 
ple — staring down at me. I 
had to wait to make the turn, 
since the crosswalk was still 
crowded. 

I looked all around me and 
felt the strong presence of 
the people. My car win- 
dows were rolled up. I did- 
n’t hear, touch, or smell 
anyone; it was a different 
1 kind of sense at work. 
The strong presence was 
that each person — right 
there on the street at that 
very moment in time 
— was thinking of 
something, was re- 
membering, feeling, 
forming an idea. It was as if 
I could feel all those brains at work. I could 
feel the energy that made all those people individuals. 

Each person in the world has his own story, thoughts, and 
internal life. It seemed overwhelming, and I had to remind 
myself to breathe. I took in a deep breath, and the crosswalk 
cleared. I put my foot to the gas pedal and took the turn down 
Broadway. The moment passed, I turned on the radio, and 
drove home. 

— From "Nothing: Something to Believe In," 
by Nica Lalli (Prometheus Books, 2007). 
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We are members of Faith Life Ministries 

285 Buffalo Ave., 11213 
718-221-0807 

Please Join Us Every Sunday for Prayer 

dt K 

HOME IMPROVEMENT INC. 

All Kinds of Home Remodeling. Renovations & Repairs 

FULLY INSURED AND NYC LICENSED NYC HIC LIC# 1175612 

Full Interior Renovations - Basements - Kitchens - Bathrooms 
Kitchen Cabinets - Granite Counter Tops - Oak Floors 
Doors - Custom Closets - Finished work - Decks 


Residential 718-467-3541 Commerci 



N ±--iii ■ ?l VI ri -Hr. ■ I 

JOIN US PALM SUNDAY & HOLY WEEK 

Palm Sunday. April 1st.11:00 am 

Procession with Palms & Holy Communion 
Maundy Thursday. April 5th.10:30 am & 7:30 pm 
Holy Communion (alter stripped at 7:30 service) 
Good Friday. April 6th. 7:30 pm 
"To the Ends of the Earth" - The Passion story continues 
Original musical, dance, full choir 
Easter Sunday, April 8th, 1 1 :00 am 
Festival Eucharist with special music 

283 Prospect Ave. (5th & 6th aves.) 

71 8.768.0528 www.stjme.org 


yesterday, green shoots pushing 
up through the dirt in the tree pit 
outside my house, and I was re- 
minded that the symbols of spring 
— of rebirth and regeneration — 
are just as important to me as they 
are to those with religion. 


The greenery reminded me 
of my core belief: there is al- 
ways hope and spring will al- 

Nica Lalli is a columnist for 
the Park Slope Edition of The 
Brooklyn Paper. 


FAITHIEST... 


Continued from page 1 
Belal Masjid, a walk-up apart- 
ment turned Islamic center. 

“You go down Coney Island 
Avenue and you see Arabic 
signs and Orthodox Jews right 
in the same neighborhood. And 
for the most part, we all get 
along,” said Ron Schweiger, 
Brooklyn’s official historian and 
president of Beth Emeth v’ Ohr 
Progressive Shaari Zedek, a Re- 
formed synagogue in Kensing- 

Israeli, French, Russian and 
Peruvian Jews meet at the Or- 
thodox Congregation Agudath 
Sholom on 18th Avenue, said 
Elaine Engel, a volunteer. “We 
have a very diverse population,” 
she said. “Jews, you know, are 
all over the world.” 

Kensington is also home to 
Irish, Polish, Asian, African, 
Russian, Mexican, Muslim, Al- 
banian and Caribbean people. 
And they all need a house (or 
apartment) of worship. 

Immigrants don’t just bring 
belongings, they bring their cul- 
ture and faith, said Sal Taormi- 
na, a retired social worker who 
lives on Church Avenue in 
Prospect Park South. 

“Flatbush in general was a 
beacon for immigrants,” Taor- 
mina said. “You get a rabbi and 
he gets a little following, and 
boom, you’ve got another 

Store signs in Hebrew, Ara- 
bic, Russian and English seem 
to hide the nondescript mosques 
dotting Ditmas Park and Kens- 
ington. It’s easy to walk by even 
the larger Islamic houses of 
prayer, such as the Al-Mahdi 
Foundation on Coney Island 
Avenue, without noticing. 

Subtlety isn’t for everyone. 

In 1893, Roman Catholic im- 
migrants formed the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary congregation, 
eventually building a towering, 
1,000-seat cathedral on Fort 


Hamilton Parkway at East Fifth 
Street in 1931. 

“In the midst of the Great 
Depression, when people had 
nothing, they found the means 
to build this beautiful, magnifi- 
cent structure,” said Father 
Robert B. Adamo, leader of a 
mostly westem-European and 
Filipino flock. 

When we asked directions to 
the New York Cambodian 
American Society’s Buddhist 
temple, a friendly Christian 
woman near Park Circle said 
she didn’t know, but added, 
“There’s a great church right 
there,” and pointed to the colos- 
sal International Baptist Church 
on Coney Island Avenue. 

The woman hurried off say- 
ing, “I love you. I love you. 
There is only one salvation, and 
that’s the living God and his 

Not everyone is happy about 
this religious fervor. 

“It’s too much,” said Suzane 
Knabe who moved to Kensing- 
ton seven years ago. The area’s 
new mega-churches don’t pay 
enough taxes and are generally 
huge cement eyesores, said the 
agnostic Knabe. 

“I thought it was a shopping 
mall,” she said of the enormous 
Calvary Cathedral of Praise at 
45 East Eighth St. 

Inside the Calvary church, 
300 or so West Indians sang and 
shouted for Jesus. The church’s 
West Indian population makes 
Caribbean-Americans feel at 
home — but John James, the 
lone white Christian in the con- 
gregation last Sunday, said he 
felt just as “at home.” 

James moved to Kensington 
from Bay Ridge four months 
ago and said he adores the 
neighborhood’s “strong spiritu- 
ality.” 

Just as fun is the tiny hole-in- 
the-wall Berea Church of God 
at 1620 Newkirk Ave. The con- 


gregation was entirely Haitian 
and the Sunday service is held 
in Haitian Creole. 

A woman wailed into the mi- 
crophone (with a pitch that only 
the Lord could love) as old 
ladies shook their hindquarters 
and men rattled tambourines. 

Everyone seemed at home 
— which makes sense in a 
neighborhood built on faith. 


Come join us as we celebrate 
these Holy Days! 



GOOD FRIDAY, April 6 th 

10:00a.m. Morning Prayer 
0p.m. Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
with Veneration ofthe Cross 
7:30p.m. El Via Cruris en Espafiol 
HOLY SATURDAY, April 7th 
8:00p.m. Solemn Easter Vtgil Mass 


EASTER SUNDAY, April 8th 

9:30a.m. English Mass and Children’s Liturgy 
1:00a.m. Misa en Espafiol • 12:15p.m. English Mas 


St. Francis Xavier Roman Catholic Church 

Carroll Street and Sixth Avenue, Park Slope • 638-1880 


Holy Week at Historic 

St. Augustine Catholic Church 

Serving Park Slope, Prospect Heights, and Boerum Hill since 1870 

Passion Sunday, April 1 Procession with palms St. Luke’s Passion 
Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 9:00 am, 10:30 Spanish, 12 noon Choir, 1:30 pm Haitian 

The Easter Triduum 

Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 8:00 pm 
Adoration concludes with sung Tenebrae at 11:30 pm 
Good Friday, The Way of the Cross, 1 1:00 am, outdoors 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, 3:00 pm, Veneration ofthe Cross 
Holy Saturday, The Great Vigil of Easter, 8:00 pm 
Blessing of new fire-service oflight-adult initiation sacraments 


Church Tour, Sunday, April 15, 3:30 pm. A guided look at the “ Cathedral of 
Park Slope”, the 1888 Parfitt Brothers’ masterpiece, a Victorian Gothic wonder; 
Locke and Tijfany glass , marble and bronze statuary and mosaics by J. Massey 
Rhind, Gorham, Charles Hall, Kilgen pipe organ. 680 angels await you! 

New Parishners Brunch, Inquirers welcome, Sunday April 22, 1:00pm. Rsvp 
Located at Sixth Avenue and Sterling Place, Park Slope 
r 718-783-3132. www.staugustineparkslope.org All Welcome! 


RELIGIOUS SERVICES 


484 Washington Ave., Ft. Gree 
Sunday School 9:15am 
Morning Worship 8:00am & 1 ROC 
Wed. Bible Study 1:00pm 8c 7:1 5| 

718-638-6121 


Sunday School 9:45 a it 

Morning Worship 11:00 arr 

Wednesday Midweek 
Service/Bible Study 6:30 ptr 

( 718 ) 638-3343 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 


603 St. Johns Place 


To Advertise, 
call 
Adam 
at 

(718) 834-9350 
ext. 109 


718-832-1266 

CLASSES/EVENTS/HOLIDAYS 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

A House for Prayer / A Home for People 

71 8-875-91 24 


Shabbat Shalom! 

Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron L. Raskin 
www.bnaiavraham.com 

Cand|e 


Shabbat HaGadol 

Fri., March 30, before 7:00pm 

Shabbat Passover 

Fri., April 6, before 7:07pm 

Mikvah 

For appointment call 596-WATER 









4 - Easter Sunrise Service 

} 6:oo am 

^ fast or “M liter wiff £>e the speaker 

I ' Breakfast wiCC ke served 

^ 8:oo am - ‘Morning Worship 

9:15 am ‘Easter E(ay 
+ 11:00 am Morning Worship 

. ‘ Revered Cfinton ‘M.'Miffer - (Pastor 


I/d 1 


Brown Memorial Baptist Church 

484 Washingston Ave. • Fort Greene • 718-638-6121 
www.brownmemorialbaptist.org 
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This faith is a stretch 


Falun Gong followers feel the burn as they pray 


By Neil Munshi 


Seeing them in Prospect 
Park, their figures posed in uni- 
son, a passerby might assume 
they were just an early morning 
exercise group. But all that 
stretching is actually a faith. 

Falun Gong consists of a se- 
ries of five exercises and a ded- 
ication to three principles: 
Truthfulness, Benev- 
olence and Forbear- 


ed the faith in 1992 
China, where the 
state banned it in 
1999 out of fear 
that widespread 
practice would un- 
dermine the gov- 
ernment. The event 
that sparked the ban was 
a 10,000-strong session 
the heart of Beijing calling 
attention to recent violence 
against Falun Gong practi- 
tioners. Since being 
banned, there have been 
many reports of torture and 
violence against members 
of the faith. 

Though there are said to 
be 100 million Falun Gong 


followers across the world, no 
one knows how many are here in 
New York. But finding a local 
group is easy, as members are 
very open to teaching others 
about the religion, and practice 
sites can be easily tracked down 
via falundafa.org (there are four 
in Brooklyn). 

The exercises — Buddha 
Showing a Thousand Hands, 
the Falun Standing Stance, 
Penetrating the Two Cosmic 
Extremes, the Great Heaven- 
ly Circuit and Strengthening 
Divine Powers — are the 
most recognizable emblems 
of the faith. With 
the text, they 
create a path to- 
ward changing 
one’s xinxing, 

standard 
— moving 
people to 
se the three 
principles in 
all aspects of 
their lives, Clearine 
Hunter said. 

Hunter and Betty 
Hunter-Beatty, sisters from 
Crown Heights, have been 
practicing in their basement 
March 2000, after 



folttl 
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seeing a group doing the tai-chi- 
like exercises in Prospect Park. 

Hunter spoke of the noncha- 
lant nature of the faith. There is 
no central building and mem- 
bers are responsible for their 
own self-improvement, culti- 
vated through the exercises. 

“The exercises open up all 
the energy channels in the 
body,” Hunter said. 

Practitioners describe a light- 
ness of being, an ethereal quali- 
ty produced by performing the 
exercises. 

Quan Sha, who joined the 
Falun Gong faith after moving 
to New York from China in 
1997, certainly has this laid- 
back attitude. 

Back home, she said, she did- 
n’t have time to search for an- 
swers. “But in my heart, I always 
looked for something special, 
something spiritual,” she said 
while seated on a carpet square in 
Hunter-Beatty’s basement. 


Sha, Colin Fredericson and 
Lillian Simmons sat in the 
basement with the two sisters, 
as they do most Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, to recite from 
“Zhuan Falun,” one of the 
faith’s sacred texts. Reading — 
sometimes in unison in a dron- 
ing monotone, sometimes 
switching off — the group re- 
cited maxims they are loath to 
have quoted, in case they are 
taken out of context. 

Most perform the exercises 
every day, but only make it to 
the top of Prospect Park’s Long 
Meadow on weekends. When a 
group comes together, they feel 
the “energy field is much 
stronger,” Sha said. 

Simmons, a special-educa- 
tion teacher from East Flatbush, 
was introduced to the faith by 
Hunter, and said she was first 
drawn in by the exercises. 

“After doing them for a certain 
length of time — and it doesn’t 
have to be long — your body is 
energized to the point where you 
can be stressed, then you do the 
standing exercise and feel your 
body open up,” she explained. 
“It’s revitalizing.” 

Colin Fredericson, a student 
living in Park Slope, was raised 
in a loosely Jewish home, and 


found Falun Gong in 2003 
while studying in Florida. 

“My family is not very strict 
religiously,” said Fredricson, 
framed by the wood paneling 
and lavender drywall behind 
him. “They supported me be- 
cause they saw that [practicing 
the faith] helped me” relieve 
stress and feel content. 

Like the sisters, most of the 
practitioners who gather in 
Hunter-Beatty’s basement have 
families that aren’t members. 
While they stress that the reli- 
gion is for everyone, including 
families, they insist the faith re- 
volves around the individual. 

“It is an individual practice,” 
Simmons said. “We are upgrad- 
ing ourselves; others can’t help 
us improve.” 

With self-improvement in 
mind, the faithful gathered in 
Hunter-Beatty’s basement bounce 
comfortably between levity and 
gravity, content in their self-culti- 
vation but wary of the image they 
might evoke. 

They are at once closed off 
about certain details of their 
lives — and the faith — and 
completely open about others. 
They scoff incredulously at 
questions asked from an igno- 
rant point of view while at the 



Falun Gong followers do their tai-chi-like stretches every Saturday in Prospect Park. 


same time relishing the opportu- 
nity to explain their faith. 

While observation might re- 
veal a certain set of shared char- 
acteristics, Hunter-Beatty said it 
can be dangerous to think of the 
faith as collective. 

“My understanding is very 
different than everyone else’s 
understanding,” she said. “If all 
of us thought alike, we would 
be something that the Commu- 
nist Party has said that we are: a 
cult — which we are not.” 

While Falun Gong brings its 
members clarity and happiness, 
they are constantly reminded of 


the atrocities committed against 
their brethren in China. 

A 2006 report concluded 
“there has been and continues to- 
day to be large scale organ 
seizures from unwilling Falun 
Gong practitioners.” Of all the 
atrocities committed against mem- 
bers of her faith, Hunter-Beatty 
finds the persecution of women 
particularly appalling. She spoke 
of mothers separated from chil- 
dren, gang rape and death. 

“If it were any other group of 
women, it would be all over the 
newspaper,” she said. “But be- 
cause it’s not in the news, peo- 


ple have the tendency to believe 
that it’s not true.” 

Falun Gong members raise 
awareness by holding press con- 
ferences and demonstrations, con- 
tacting politicians to bring these 
atrocities to light, and sometimes 
even sitting in cages in front of 
Rupert Murdoch’s News Corpo- 
ration headquarters in Manhattan. 

But that’s a world away from 
a sleepy block in Crown 
Heights, where five practition- 
ers examine their faith, cleanse 
their spirits and think of their 
brethren far away. 






FAITH SKETCHBOOK 


They gotta have faith 


“When I see young Brooklynites devoted to their faith, I 
see the beginnings of a lifelong respect for fife, which 
benefits us all. And the universal principle of every faith 
is a moral responsibility that guides decisions between 
right and wrong, which politicians should always adhere 
to, in both their public and private fives.” 

— Borough President Markowitz 


“In the Bible, God states, ‘I have given everyone a measure of 
faith.’ Faith is a deeply personal and private matter, and I believe 
that all of my colleagues recognize the powerful role that faith 
plays in our fives, and in the fives of our constituents. I think back 
to the days and months following 9-11, and the assassination of 
Councilman James Davis. It was faith that brought us through. 
From tragedy to triumph, faith is our core, the foundation of our be- 
lief system, like a solid rock upon which we stand.” 

— Councilwoman Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) 


“There can never be too much religious faith in public fife. 
Programmatically, we must certainly maintain the constitu- 
tionally required separation between church and state. How- 
ever, devotion to the highest ideals of religious faith requires 
compassion and selfless behavior. These characteristics 
should be encouraged in those who serve in public fife.” 

— Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries (D-Fort Greene) 


“We believe and act on our values that call for helping 
those being left behind. We believe in equality and fair- 
ness. These values are democratic values and we should 
embrace them without hesitation.” 

— Rep. Anthony Weiner (D-Sheepshead Bay) 
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DENTISTS 



GENERAL & COSMETIC 

EXTRACTIONS 

DENTISTRY 



CROWNS 

Jack Irwin, D.D.S. 

414 Seventh Avenue 


PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 

DENTURES 

(718) 768-8372 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 




We’ve Moved! 

Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 

Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 

Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

mawB 


Financing Available 
Insurance Plans Welcomed 


789-5700 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 





Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 


DENTISTS 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 



• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics & Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 

• Prosthodontics • Implants 

• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 
•Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 


COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious , 
modern and friendly office 


Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
COMPUTERIZED DENTAL X-RAYS 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) instance 

“^available" ' S (718) 622“8020 




DENTISTS | DERMATOLOGY 



IUMFRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 


(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modern Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide {Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal • Gum Treatment 


All Union and Insurance h 
Plans and Medicaid 1 
Welcome. Discounts tor 1 
Senior Citizens p 

| SPECIAL ATTENTION 
1 to apprehensive 
| Patients & Children 

COME IN FOR YOUR 
FREE TOOTHBRUSH 




r ( Quality Dentistry | 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 


V 


768-1111 

[~C~| 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


INDIVIDUALS / COUPLES / I 


Lillian Engelson LCSW, Psychotherapist 


(917) 972-7138 • Private Brooklyn Office 

Individuals, Couples & Groups ■ Extensive experience 
working with adult survivors of childhood sexual abuse. 


LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 


LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 

Acne • Spider Vein Treatment 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 


Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails c 

27 8th Avenue I lOOO Park Avenue 

(corner Lincoln Place) I (at 84th Street) 

Park Slope, Brooklyn I New York City, NY 



(718) 636-0425 


(212) 288-1300 


FAMILY MEDICINE 


TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 
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The reinvention of Clinton Hills Myrtle Avenue 


By Nick Kindelsperger 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

F or years, the stretch of Myrtle Avenue 
from Washington Park to Grand Avenue 
was famous for all the wrong reasons. 
Sandwiched between housing projects, it was 
a street of modest storefronts and not many 
dining options that seemed worlds away 
from the housing boom going on a half mile 
south in the center of ClintonHill. 

“It was Murder Avenue,” summarized Rob 
Perris, district manager of the local commu- 
nity board. 


Whatever Lola wants: Myrtle Avenue's 
Chez Lola (above) serves brunch, dinner 
and cocktails to the hip and hungry of 
Fort Greene. 


But as Fort Greene and Clinton Hill have 
become more fashionable (and decidedly 
more expensive), this once-desolate stretch 
now has a burgeoning scene of bars, restau- 
rants and stores that is surprising some long 
time residents. 

“What hasn’t changed?” asked Perris. 
“You wouldn’t even recognize the old Myr- 



Myrt/e 





1. Chez Lola 

2 . Rope 

3 . Maggie 
Brown 

4 . Five Spot 
Supper Club 

5 . Vesper 
Lounge 



£ 



It still sticks out on the stretch of Myrtle, 



there and refine.” 




See MYRTLE on page 9 


EVENT 


Bridge cross 

Walking from Brooklyn to Manhattan is always 
an experience. On April 6, however, a procession 
over the bridge will be a religious one. 

The Catholic lay group Communion and Libera- 
tion will, for the 12th year, bring the “Good Friday 
Way of the Cross Procession” from St. James 
Cathedral to St. Peter’s in Lower Manhattan. 

The march is led by 
Brooklyn’s Bishop Ig- 
natius Catanello and Bay 
Ridge resident Jona- 
than Fields, who will car- 
ry a four-foot, 10-pound 
wooden cross across the 
bridge. Along the way, it 
will include songs from 
the Communion and 
Liberation choir as well as readings from the Gospels. 

Beyond the joggers and cars zooming by, the pa- 
rade draws thousands of spectators and has even 
been recognized by the Pope himself — though 
he’ll be bearing his own cross on Good Friday and 
won’t be on hand. 

"Good Friday Way of the Cross Procession" begins 
at Warn on April 6. Meet at St. James Cathedral (248 
Jay St. at Tillary Street in Downtown Brooklyn). For in- 
formation, call (212) 337-3580. — Giacomo Maniscalco 



MUSIC 


Rock Mecca 


Though you couldn’t tell today, the Brooklyn Para- 
mount Theater — currently home to Long Island Uni- 
versity’s intramural sports teams — was once one of 
the most lavish performance spaces in the city. 

So, on April 1 , LIU will commemorate the Para- 


cert, featuring greats like Bobbie Lewis and Little An- 
thony and The Imperials . 

The show will be hosted 
by Bruce Morrow, the 
Brooklyn-born DJ who 
will always be every- 
one’s Cousin Brucie. 

Built in 1928, the 
4,188-seat theater had 
water fountains filled 
with goldfish and count- 
less Renaissaince-style paintings and statuary. 

“It was a palace of art, but unfortunately almost 
all of it has disappeared,” said Michael Hittman, a 
professor of anthropology at ITU. 

Before the theater was bought by LIU in 1962, 
Duke Ellington, Charlie Parker, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Chuck Berry and Fats Domino all played there. 

With “Rock ’n’ Roll Reunion,” it looks like the 




Faith brush 


Red Hook artist Michael Hafftka describes his 
large-scale oil paintings as works of realism. Influ- 
enced by his Jewish heritage — his parents were 
both Holocaust survivors — and his Brooklyn sur- 
roundings, Hafftka creates stark images, though, 

that manage to retain a 

discernible tenderness. 

- ■■ . _ “I don’t control what 

N P . 1 I represent,” Hafftka said 

to GO Brooklyn. “I expe- 
rience something that I 
can’t explain, which 
gives me a certain meas- 
ure of faith.” 

He has just released 
“Conscious / Unconscious,” a collection of short 
stories and drawings based on his life which he be- 
gan in 1973. His next work will be a study of the 

ma s: 




busyCHEF 


60 Henry Street Brooklyn Heights 

7 1 8 . 624.3 1 82 

www.busychef.biz 


See, smell, touch, feel and TASTE the difference! 


OPENING APRIL 2007 


Italian Restaurant 




& Brick Oven Pizza 


• Lunch & Ifgfitly Specials 

• Wood ‘Burning Pizza 

• Desserts & Coffee • Beer & Wine 

• ‘Private ‘Parties Available 10-100 Beesons 

232 Vanderbilt Ave. 

(bet. Dekalb & Willoughby) 

(718) 789-5663 




SWim • (718) 238-9447 


Having A Party? — 

Private Party Room Accommodates Up To 50 People 
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Decanters and Decanting 

By Darrin Siegfried 


W hen I teach aspiring Wine 
Captains about decanting 
wine, I tell them that there 
are three “Official” reasons for 
decanting, and one “Insider’s” reason: 

I Big bottles, such as double mag- 
nums, are awkward to pour 
from. It is easier, and you will 
spill less, if you pour from the bottle 
into a decanter, then fill the glasses 
from the decanter. I have always loved 
big bottles. They’re so much fun to 
open at a party, and they make an 
impressive gift. Opening a larger bot- 
tle seems to make it more of a special 
occasion, but pouring from such a 
heavy bottle can often lead to acci- 
dents. Show off the bottle, open it, 
and fill up your decanter. 

2 Young wines, especially reds, 
will improve from the aeration 
the wine receives from decanti- 
ng. The flavors and aromas will open 
up, the wine will taste softer and will 
drink better. Simply opening a bottle 
and letting it stand there, with a sur- 
face area smaller than a penny 
exposed to the air does nothing to 
help the wine “breathe”. Try it for 
yourself: the next time you open a 
bottle, pour a sip into your glass and 
taste it. Then decant the rest, let it 
stand for a few minutes and pour 
another taste. You’ll be surprised at 
the difference a bit of breathing can make! 

3 Older red wines usually accu- 
mulate sediment with ageing. In 
decanting, you pour the wine 
into another vessel, leaving the sedi- 
ment behind. The combination of 
tannins and pigments in some reds 
form long molecules called polymers 
that, in time, will sink to the bottom 
of the bottle. Vintage Porto “throws” 
lots of sediment, Bordeaux reds throw 
a good amount, but lighter reds such 
as Burgundy rarely do. You can tell if 
there is sediment in the bottle by 


holding it up to a bright light. To 
decant your wine, let the bottle stand 
upright, undisturbed, for at least a 
day. Without shaking the bottle 
(which would stir up the sediment) 
remove the cork. Slowly pour the 
wine into a decanter while, using a 
short candle as a light source, look 
down through the neck of the bottle. 
When the sediment moves up the 
bottle, you’ll be able to see it clearly. 
Pour carefully, letting the sediment 
catch in the shoulder of the bottle, 
and you’ll lose only a spoonful of sed- 
iment and have clear wine to enjoy. 
Vintage Porto comes in bottles so 
dark that it is almost impossible to see 
through the glass. To decant one of 
these treasures, you can place a funnel 
into the mouth of the decanter and 
line it with a few layers of rinsed 
cheesecloth, squeezed dry. Slowly 
pour the Porto into the funnel and let 
the cheesecloth filter out the sediment. 

4 The “Insider’s” reason for 
decanting: just for the sheer 
pleasure of it. A good friend of 
mine won’t allow a bottle on her 
table, insisting on using one of her 
English Claret jugs to serve wine. A 
decanter does not have to be fancy, 
expensive or ornate: a pitcher or a jug 
will do. I have a few crystal decanters, 
and the ones I always seem to use are 
well-designed yet quite plain, but I 
like a more modern look than many 
do. I just prefer serving myself and 
my friends from a decanter. The wine 
really does taste better, and it seems so 
elegant to pour even a simple, every- 
day wine from a beautiful decanter 
Like a glass of wine, it’s part of the 
good life. 

Red White & Bubbly: fine wines, 
great spirits, no attitude! 



211 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE 
Open: Mon-Sat, lOam-lOpm, Sun, 12-8pm 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • 636-9463 
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American Leather Fontana Arte 
Atlantico by De La Espada Maria Yee 

Baronet Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Bruno Marina Gallery Robert Abbey 
DellaRobbia Thayer Coggin 
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my heart 


Mazzat means “many appetizers” in Arabic, and 
tasty bites to be shared with a group are the focus of 
the menu as this Columbia Waterfront District cafe. 

“The food’s not just Middle Eastern here,” said 
Gamal “Jimmy” Bakhoum (pictured), owner of the 
four-month-old restaurant. “What we serve is really 
Mediterranean.” 

Bakhoum, who owns two other restaurants in Man- 
hattan’s East Village, offers an array of small plates 
and larger shareable dishes at his 65-seat eatery. 

“It’s very beautiful here. Very rustic, antique style 
with a brick wall and the others painted ochre and soft 
green. The bar is beautiful too,” he said with no small 
amount of pride. “It’s 23 feet long, all mahogany 
wood.” (The restaurant has a full liquor license.) 

Bakhoum offers the usual array of spreads like 
hummus and baba ghanouj, as well as falafel and 
fava beans, stuffed zucchini and two customer fa- 
vorites: garlic shrimp and dates wrapped with bacon. 
Entree-sized dishes, like the “Alexandria style” 
grilled whole fish (usually bronzini), come with a 
side of rice mixed with egg noodles. 

The restaurant has no outdoor seating, a fact that 
doesn’t trouble Bakhoum, citing the joint’s 18-foot 
doors. When they’re open and the sun shines in, “it’s 
just like being outdoors,” he said. 

Mazzat (208 Columbia St between Sackett and 
Union streets in the Columbia Waterfront District) 
accepts American Express, MasterCard and Visa. 
Entrees: $I2-$16. The restaurant serves lunch and 
dinner daily. Brunch is available on weekends from 
noon-5 pm. Subway: F, G to Carroll Street. For in- 
formation, call (718) 852-1652. — Tina Barry 




Lamb I am 

Roasted lamb has long been a staple on the Easter dinner table. Stick- 
ing with tradition, however, doesn't always mean the same roasted shank 
with a gooey pile of mint jelly. 

GO Brooklyn asked Charlie Statelman, chef and owner of Wombat in 
Williamsburg, to share his recipe for lamb burgers — a new twist on an 
old favorite. Statelman went above and beyond, though, inventing a mint 
and cucumber salad just for us. So, while your Easter may usually be pas- 
tel, this recipe will add a real dash of color to your holiday table. 

Wombat’s Lamb Burger and Mint Cucumber Salad 

Yield: Four burgers 

1 2 oz. of lamb shoulder, ground 

24 oz. of ground beef 

Salt, pepper, thyme, rosemary and oregano 

Charlie’s Mint Cucumber Salad 

1/2 cucumber 
1/2 cup water 

1/2 cup distilled white vinegar 
2 tablespoons of sugar 
1 pinch salt 

1 bunch of mint, chopped (stems off!) 

For the burgers, mix the meats and seasonings and toss on the grill. Fry- 
ing will add too much grease to the already fatty lamb. 

For the salad, skin and seed your cucumber. Slice into 1 /4-inch pieces. 
Mix the water, vinegar, sugar and salt. Toss in the mint and cucumber. 
Serve immediately — either on top of or next to the burger. 


MATZO... 

Continued from page 1 

The relationship between 
food and family runs deep. 
“For so many people, food is 
a connection to Judaism,” 
said Chaya Kirschenbaum 
who last week led a Passover 
cooking class, part of a quar- 
terly series of Women’s Inner 
Circle programming at 214 
Underhill Ave. in Prospect 
Heights. 

Taught by Levana Kirsch- 
enbaum — who is, of course, 
family — of the acclaimed 
Kosher Manhattan eatery, 
Levana’s, the class attracted a 
gaggle of women looking to 
take the edge off their harried 
hostess routine. 

Chef Kirschenbaum’s ad- 
vice for preparing a meal that 
doesn’t taste forced? ‘Try to 
make dishes that never had 
‘chametz’ (breadstuffs that are 
forbidden during Passover) to 
begin with,” she said. 

Her demonstration ranged 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Coma Como en su Casa” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. ( bet. 44th & 4 5t h sts.) (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • EeIHH®# 


WORTH OF N M ORLEANS 

Kitchen I 

Louisiana Southern American Cuisine | 

Po-boys, Jambalaya, Fried Oysters, Crawfish Etouffee, 
Gumbos, Grits, Bananas Foster, and more! 

★ Sunday Jazz Brunch ★ 


Bfac£ Pear-f Peftaura/rt & Bar- 
833 Cf/rio* St, ie.t. 6 tk & 7 tl AtMH?. 

' SEAFOOD • PAIS SAP • S7FA7CS • PASTA 



from a simple artichoke soup 
and a salmon dish caked with 
a thick ambrosia of fresh 
herbs, to subtle elevations of 
holiday classics like her 
Sweet-and-Sour Brisket. 

From macaroons to 
meringues, Passover desserts 
have plagued holiday hosts 
for generations. Chef Kirsch- 
enbaum’s flourless chocolate 
torte, which is made with 
ground nuts and high-end 
Callebaut chocolate (it’s 
kosher!), was dense and deca- 
dent, the perfect answer to the 
perennial Passover predica- 

Would-be chefs had differ- 
ent reasons for taking the 
couse. Cradling her 3-week- 
old son, Danielle Glanvill 
spoke of the importance of 
communicating religious 
identity through food. 

“I gravitated towards Ju- 
daism later in life,” she said. 
“Identity is that important.” 

Glanvill and her husband 
own L’Epicerie, a fine foods 
store at 270 Vanderbilt Ave. in 
Prospect Heights that sells 
prepared food including, yes, 
homemade brisket. 

As the night wore on and 
Chef Kirschenbaum’s cre- 
ations were pulled from the 
oven, the conversation turned 
to the central issue of the 
Seder: the matzo balls. 

It is a question of faith: 
Should the orbs sink to the 
bottom of the soup or should 
they be “clouds,” buoyant 
masses that deconstruct in the 
broth? All agreed that seltzer 
made the balls fluffier, but 




Pesadich pleasures: Levana 
Kirschenbaum's flourless 
chocolate torte, above, 
along with her herb-spiked 
salmon, at left, are both 
tasty ways to keep Kosher 
for Passover. 

decadent Riojas and plummy 
Bordeaux; square cakes of 
matzo were replaced with ar- 
tisanal, handmade varieties, 
bubbling as if cooked in a 
tandoor. 

| And as my brothers and I 
£ grew and made the bittersweet 
1 migration from the “kids 
° table” to the dining room, our 
jj- tastes began to transcend the 
If, matzo pizzas of yore and came 
:o appreciate the flavors of the 


few had made the connection 
that the more you handle your 
matzo balls, the heavier they 

It depends on one’s tradi- 
tion — though even tradition 
changes. In recent years, my 


nesse made those early spring 
family’s pot has simmered nights truly different from all 
with less matzo balls as car- others, 
bohydrates were gradually 


aligned with narcotics and c 
waistlines shrank in tandem. 
Bottles of Manischewitz were 
replaced with comparatively 


information on 
Women's Inner Circle pro- 
gramming, contact Rabbi Ari 
and Chaya Kirschenbaum at 
jccbrooklyn@gmail.cc 


BPmSO C(*4mX*7Afm 
#at & #a/r & BYoocTy AY a. 

77am - 3:30ym fior 

778 - 857-2004 
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CATERING AVAILABLE 

293 7th Ave. (7/8 Sts.) Reservations 

Q Train to 7th Avenue (718) 369-8348 ^ 



Boys and girls ages 7 to 1 4 come join the 
Brooklyn Crescents Youth Lacrosse team 
Lacrosse combines the skills of soccer and basketball 
No experience necessary - we’ll teach you! 

Come see for yourself: FREE CLINICS 
at the Prospect Park Parade Grounds 3/27 and 3/29 
and at Brooklyn Tech HS Field 4/1 and 4/15 
For more info: brooklyncrescents@yahoo.com 
http://brooklyncrescents.googlepages.com 


888 Broadway • Bklyn, NY 11206 

Tel. 718 602-1322 

FOR RATES AIMD CLASS TIMES LOG 0I\I TO: 

www.salsasalsadancestudio.com 
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Was ‘Dine in Brooklyn’ a deal? 

With more than 150 restaurants participating, “Dine in Brooklyn” was quite a feat. Diners from near and far tied on their bibs and hunkered down for three-course 
meals at restaurants across the borough. GO Brooklyn was no exception. Below, our thoughts on the restaurants where we dropped our very own $21.12. 


WHO 

WHERE 

WHAT 

WAS IT WORTH IT? 


Gersh Kuntzman 

12th Street Bar and Grill 

(1 1 23 Eighth Ave. at 1 2th Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 695-9526) 

An appetizer choice, main 
course choice and a dessert 

Yes, with caveats. Portions, es- 
pecially the sauteed Thai cala- 
mari, were a bit small, but all 
were delicious. 

They don't. Normal drink prices 
apply. 


Scottadito 

(788A Union St. at Sixth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 636-4800) 

An antipasto choice, a pasta 
choice and a meat course (try the 
braised short ribs!). No dessert. 

Absolutely. By dispensing 
with dessert, Scottadito pro- 
vides a full Italian meal. 

They don't. There was even a 
half-bottle wine special. 

Christie Rizk 

Cocotte 

(337 Fifth Ave. at Fourth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 832-6848) 

A salad with foie gras, steak au 
poivre and a flourless choco- 
late cake. 

Definitely. Where — or when 
— else are you going to get 
foie gras and steak for $21? 

With the drinks, of course. After 
three drinks (a soda, a glass of 
wine and a bottle of beer), the 
restaurant made the price of 
another dinner. 

Ariella Cohen 

Apartment 138 

(138 Smith St. at Bergen Street 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 858-0556) 

Butternut squash risotto, a slab 
of grilled chicken served with 
buttery smashed potatoes and 
a cute mini apple and cranber- 
ry cobbler with a scoop of va- 
nilla ice cream. 

After enjoying the food — and 
the leftovers! — we are confi- 
dent in saying that Apartment 
1 38 was not trying to skimp. 

With the $4 Pabst. But it looked 
great against the white table- 
cloth, so it was worth it. 

Dana Rubinstein 

Olea Mediterranean Taverna 

(171 Lafayette Ave. at Adelphi 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
643-7003) 

Lentil salad with falafel croutons, 
orecchiette pasta and a dessert 
choice of dried fig and mascar- 
pone tart or chocolate torte. 

Sure, but just barely. 

They didn't. The beer was fairly 

Rob M. Errera 

La Maison Du Couscous 

(484 77th St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 921-2400) 

A starter, an entree and a 
couscous dessert of choice. 

Definitely. Though modestly 
sized, the tagines were delec- 
table, especially the lamb with 
artichoke hearts and green peas. 

The host urged against the 
"Dine in Brooklyn" deal, point- 
ing out the original prices would 
come out cheaper per person. 

Adam Rathe 

The River Cafe 

(1 Water St. at Old Fulton Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 522-5200) 

Truffled chicken salad, sea scal- 
lops and the dessert trio. 

More exciting than a week's 
worth of deli sandwiches — 
and more expensive, too. 

The $5 iced tea is a bit much, but 
it's an integral part of the experi- 


Rice 

(81 Washington St at Front Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 222-9880) 

A shared dim sum appetizer, 
curried chicken and gelato. 

Absolutely. At two-for-$21 .12, 
this was a great deal. 

On the return business — be- 
cause you'll definitely come 
back. 
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MYRTLE... 

Continued from page 7 

The menu doesn’t help 
clear things up, either. A bit of 
Southern comfort mixed with 
European finesse make this 
the rare place where an order 
of fried chicken doesn’t mean 
a week on the treadmill. 

Brunch is similarly hearty 
and manageable, featuring 
dishes ranging from corned 
beef hash to a prosciutto and 
sheep’s milk omelet. The bar 
is also well stocked with 
whiskey, and the happy hour 
starts early — running from 
4:30-7:30 pm — making it a 
perfect stop before the night 
really starts to get going. 

Rope 

Nightlife is still relatively 
new on the strip, and the walk 
between venues isn’t always 
enjoyable. Alyssia Apkinson, 
a regular at indie rock haunt 
Rope, doesn’t feel completely 

“It’s a little sketchy,” she 
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told GO Brooklyn. But that 
doesn’t stop her from travel- 
ing from her home in Bor- 
ough Park to visit. What she 
likes about Rope, she said, is 
that the relaxing atmosphere 
and the crowd, which has to 
go out of their way to visit. 

‘The vibe is low key. 
Everyone is friendly.” 

During the week the bar 
can feel more like a friend’s 
living room, with people stop- 
ping by for a drink, chucking 
their bags haphazardly to the 
side and lounging on the 
couches littered around the 

There is a decent selection 
of liquors, but it’s mostly a 
beer bar, and they have a some 
great ones on tap. During the 
weekend, the space can get 
“very crowded,” according to 
Apkinson, with students in 
search of a bar with a juke 
box, but it’s still approachable 
and fun. “It’s just a great place 
to meet people.” 

Five Spot Soul Food 

Head a few doors down to 
Five Spot Soul Food and 
you’ll find a huge complex in- 
cluding a restaurant, take-out 
window and a bar with nightly 
acts ranging from comedy to 
jazz. The food here comes in 
gigantic portions and is rela- 
tively affordable, which makes 
the takeout window almost as 
busy as the bar. 

It’s also open late, good 
news for those needing a 
snack like the hickory smoked 
spare ribs, North Carolina 
Chopped BBQ or Cajun cat- 
fish in the middle of the night. 

Vesper Lounge 

The most surprising spot 
around may be the recently 
opened, decidedly fancy, 
Vesper Lounge. It’s clean, 
dimly lit and big on cocktails 
— visitors perch on stylish 
bar stools bathed in candle- 
light to sip them. While some 
locals complain that the 
lounge is too expensive — 
an imported beer costs $6 — 
Vesper does offer discounts 
on “Dice Tuesdays,” where a 
roll of 7, 11 or doubles will 
drop the price to $1 . 
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Was ‘Dine in Brooklyn’ a deal? 

With more than 150 restaurants participating, “Dine in Brooklyn” was quite a feat. Diners from near and far tied on their bibs and hunkered down for three-course 
meals at restaurants across the borough. GO Brooklyn was no exception. Below, our thoughts on the restaurants where we dropped our very own $21 .12. 


WHO 

WHERE 

WHAT 

WAS IT WORTH IT? 

WHERE THEY GET YOU 

Gersh Kuntzman 

12th Street Bar and Grill 

(1 1 23 Eighth Ave. at 1 2th Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 695-9526) 

An appetizer choice, main 
course choice and a dessert 

Yes, with caveats. Portions, es- 
pecially the sauteed Thai cala- 
mari, were a bit small, but all 
were delicious. 

They don't. Normal drink prices 
apply. 


Scottadito 

(788A Union St. at Sixth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 636-4800) 

An antipasto choice, a pasta 
choice and a meat course (try the 
braised short ribs!). No dessert. 

Absolutely. By dispensing 
with dessert, Scottadito pro- 
vides a full Italian meal. 

They don't. There was even a 
half-bottle wine special. 

Christie Rizk 

Cocotte 

(337 Fifth Ave. at Fourth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 832-6848) 

A salad with foie gras, steak au 
poivre and a flourless choco- 
late cake. 

Definitely. Where — or when 
— else are you going to get 
foie gras and steak for $21? 

With the drinks, of course. After 
three drinks (a soda, a glass of 
wine and a bottle of beer), the 
restaurant made the price of 
another dinner. 

Ariella Cohen 

Apartment 1 38 

(138 Smith St. at Bergen Street 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 858-0556) 

Butternut squash risotto, a slab 
of grilled chicken served with 
buttery smashed potatoes and 
a cute mini apple and cranber- 
ry cobbler with a scoop of va- 
nilla ice cream. 

After enjoying the food — and 
the leftovers! — we are confi- 
dent in saying that Apartment 
1 38 was not trying to skimp. 

With the $4 Pabst. But it looked 
great against the white table- 
cloth, so it was worth it. 

Dana Rubinstein 

Olea Mediterranean Taverna 

(171 Lafayette Ave. at Adelphi 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
643-7003) 

Lentil salad with falafel croutons, 
orecchiette pasta and a dessert 
choice of dried fig and mascar- 
pone tart or chocolate torte. 

Sure, but just barely. 

They didn't. The beer was fairly 

Rob M. Errera 

La Maison Du Couscous 

(484 77th St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 921-2400) 

A starter, an entree and a 
couscous dessert of choice. 

Definitely. Though modestly 
sized, the tagines were delec- 
table, especially the lamb with 
artichoke hearts and green peas. 

The host urged against the 
"Dine in Brooklyn" deal, point- 
ing out the original prices would 
come out cheaper per person. 

Adam Rathe 

The River Cafe 

(1 Water St. at Old Fulton Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 522-5200) 

Truffled chicken salad, sea scal- 
lops and the dessert trio. 

More exciting than a week's 
worth of deli sandwiches — 
and more expensive, too. 

The $5 iced tea is a bit much, but 
it's an integral part of the experi- 


Rice 

(81 Washington St. at Front Street 
in DUMBO, (71 8) 222-9880) 

A shared dim sum appetizer, 
curried chicken and gelato. 

Absolutely. At two-for-$21 .12, 
this was a great deal. 

On the return business — be- 
cause you'll definitely come 
back. 
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Continued from page 7 

The menu doesn’t help 
clear things up , either. A bit of 
Southern comfort mixed with 
European finesse make this 
the rare place where an order 
of fried chicken doesn’t mean 
a week on the treadmill. 

Brunch is similarly hearty 
and manageable, featuring 
dishes ranging from corned 
beef hash to a prosciutto and 
sheep’s milk omelet. The bar 
is also well stocked with 
whiskey, and the happy hour 
starts early — running from 
4:30-7:30 pm — making it a 
perfect stop before the night 
really starts to get going. 

Rope 

Nightlife is still relatively 
new on the strip, and the walk 
between venues isn’t always 
enjoyable. Alyssia Apkinson, 
a regular at indie rock haunt 
Rope, doesn’t feel completely 

“It’s a little sketchy,” she 
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told GO Brooklyn. But that 
doesn’t stop her from travel- 
ing from her home in Bor- 
ough Park to visit. What she 
likes about Rope, she said, is 
that the relaxing atmosphere 
and the crowd, which has to 
go out of their way to visit. 

“The vibe is low key. 
Everyone is friendly.” 

During the week the bar 

living room, with people stop- 
ping by for a drink, chucking 
their bags haphazardly to the 
side and lounging on the 
couches littered around the 

There is a decent selection 
of liquors, but it’s mostly a 
beer bar, and they have a some 
great ones on tap. During the 
weekend, the space can get 
“very crowded,” according to 
Apkinson, with students in 
search of a bar with a juke 
box, but it’s still approachable 
and fun. “It’s just a great place 
to meet people.” 

Five Spot Soul Food 

Head a few doors down to 
Five Spot Soul Food and 
you’ll find a huge complex in- 
cluding a restaurant, take-out 
window and a bar with nightly 
acts ranging from comedy to 
jazz. The food here comes in 
gigantic portions and is rela- 
tively affordable, which makes 
the takeout window almost as 
busy as the bar. 

It’s also open late, good 
news for those needing a 
snack like the hickory smoked 
spare ribs, North Carolina 
Chopped BBQ or Cajun cat- 
fish in the middle of the night. 

Vesper Lounge 

The most surprising spot 
around may be the recently 
opened, decidedly fancy, 
Vesper Lounge. It’s clean, 
dimly lit and big on cocktails 
— visitors perch on stylish 
bar stools bathed in candle- 
light to sip them. While some 
locals complain that the 
lounge is too expensive — 
an imported beer costs $6 — 
Vesper does offer discounts 
on “Dice Tuesdays,” where a 
roll of 7 , 11 or doubles will 
drop the price to $1 . 
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Dirty gospel 

Rev. Vince brings gospel stylings to 6 Church 
of the Holy , Unruly Spirit of God in Christ ? 


By Chris Varmus 

for T he Brooklyn Pappr _ 

I t’s 1:30 am on a Monday — well, 
Tuesday now — and church is still 
packed. The cocktails are flowing 
at Black Betty, the Williamsburg 
nightspot where Rev. Vince Anderson 
has conducted services of his “Church 
of the Holy, Unruly Spirit of God in 
Christ” every week for the past three 
years. 

This is church in the broadest defi- 
nition of the word: it’s whatever bar he 
happens to be playing in at the time. 
The Reverend, who is officially or- 
dained, appears with his “Love Choir” 
— but don’t expect any robes on the 
one occasional backup singer; the 
“Love Choir” is a backing band com- 
prised of bass, drums, trombone, and 
baritone sax. 

And, naturally, the Reverend, the 
lead singer, accompanies himself on 
the keys. 

The crowd is a mix of young and 
old, from a wide array of back- 
grounds. One pony-tailed young man 
in a Pink Floyd T-shirt remarks on 
how “awesome” the Reverend is. A 
young woman drags her older date out 
into the middle of the floor to cut a 
rug, even as she makes a point of let- 
ting everyone know, “I’m Jewish.” 
Many come simply for the music, 
which you don’t have to be religious 
to appreciate (it’s rip-roarin’ “dirty 
gospel,” a term coined after the fact, 
but which has become a sort of theol- 
ogy). 

In Anderson’s original tune, “Get 
Outta My Way,” Jesus likes to “blow 
off some steam and disrupt a wed- 
ding.” In another, Anderson responds 



NIGHTLIFE 


Holy roller: Vince Anderson, backed 
by the "Love Choir," spreads the 
good word in Williamsburg. 

As you might imagine, he has re- 
ceived some angry emails, including 
from one irate Christian who said his 
act was “turning Jesus into a pom 


to Jerry Falwell’s post-9-11 statement 
that “New York City got what it de- 
served,” by growling, Tom Waits-like, 
“Don’t think Jesus done it that way.” 


“Says more about where his mind 
was,” laughed Anderson. “After all, the 
best gospel songs have earthly con- 

Though the music he plays is 


gospel, he doesn’t do much preaching 
at his service. He sometimes guest- 
ministers at Revolution NYC, another 
non-traditional church founded by Jay 
Bakker, the (prodigal) son of Jim and 
Tammy Faye. Though he was kidded 
initially about “competition” moving 
in on his turf, Rev. Vince feels there’s 
plenty of room in Brooklyn for multi- 
ple tavern-based congregations. (Revo- 
lution NYC meets on Sundays at near- 
by Pete’s Candy Store.) 

Bom in 1970 in Southern California, 
Vince Anderson grew up in a conven- 
tional Lutheran household, though his 
father, a copier salesman, was “a clas- 

Anderson played piano at the 
Lutheran church from an early age, 
and landed his first music director job 
at age 12 at a startup church ran out of 
a school on Sunday. 

“The little Martin Luther in me 
wanted to change church,” he said 

Anderson moved to New York in 
1994 to attend Union Theological 
Seminary, whose interdenominational 
approach appealed to him as potential- 
ly radical. But Anderson found it over- 
ly academic, and saw his classmates as 
better suited than he to traditional min- 
istering. While being called on to play 
music more, he saw musicians relegat- 
ed to a supporting role in the church. 

On Epiphany Sunday that year, he 
decided to leave the seminary and fo- 
cus on spreading the Gospel through 
music. Soon after, on the verge of los- 
ing his student housing, he noticed a 
posting in the student union: “Music 
Director Needed. Housing Provided.” 

“God has a sense of humor,” he said 
with a chuckle. 

He got the job, and the housing, the 
parsonage of a church in Queens, 
where he stayed for three years. Dur- 
ing that period, he began performing in 
bars on the Lower East Side. His theol- 
ogy had always been “Holy Spirit- 
based,” rooted in spontaneity, unpre- 
dictability, and good old-fashioned 
mischief. 

“God loves children and drunkards,” 
as he is fond of saying. 

He finds the idea of God taking hu- 
man form — in all its inherent imper- 
fections — life-affirming. 

“Real things,” as the good Reverend 
told GO Brooklyn, “come down to 
earth, roll around in the mud, and get 



Fools rule 


Whether you’re a fan of ding-dong ditch or 
swapping the salt with sugar, anyone with a 
penchant for mischief loves April Fools Day. 
And, for the reading rascals among us, it is 
certainly no coincidence that Herman 
Melville’s final novel, “The Confidence 
Man,” the tale of a slippery con man and his 
adventures along the Mississippi, was pub- 
lished on April 1, 1857. 

Brooklyn’s very own 19th-century home for 
confidence men (and women), Coney Island, is 
pulling out all the stops to celebrate this trick- 
ster’s holiday and pay homage to Melville. 

Vaudeville champion Travis SD. (pictured) 
will be staging a production of “The Confi- 
dence Man” on April 1 at Sideshows by the 
Seashore — not quite Dreamland, but certain- 
ly more inspired than what Thor Equities 
wants to build. 

“In the last decade, critics have really redis- 


covered this book,” Travis S.D. told GO 
Brooklyn. “Everyone always knows ‘Moby 
Dick,’ but ‘The Confidence Man’ is extremely 
interesting and a bit more experimental, prov- 
ing Melville was always ahead of his time.” 

Proceeds from this event benefit the non- 
profit arts organization, Coney Island USA, 
which runs the Coney Island Museum, the 
Mermaid Parade, the Coney Island Film Fes- 
tival and other sideshow celebrations. So, be 
sure to bring your favorite practical jokes, in 
addition to some real cash, with you and chip 
in to support monkey business on the ever- 
changing sideshow stage of Coney Island. 

"The Confidence Man, " will take place at 
5 pm on April 1 at Sideshows by the 
Seashore (1208 Surf Ave. at West 12th 
Street). Admission is $10. For information, 
visit www.coneyislandusa.com. 

— Sarah McCormick 


CHECKIN' IN WITH ... 


Larry Scott 

It's a wonder that Larry Scott never got his ass kicked — the guy's 
been clowning people since the age of 13. As the owner of the 
gags, magic and entertainment shop Havin' A Party, with locations 
in Bay Ridge and Canarsie, Scott is a bona fide authority on practi- 
cal jokes and tomfoolery. So this week, on the eve of April Fools 
Day, Scott checked in with GO Brooklyn's Joe Pompeo to see what 
kind of pranks residents might fall victim to this year. 

Q: What gags are in style right people actually go into a store to 
claim it without reading the back of 


now? 

A: Shock items are number one. 
For instance, you have a ballpoint 
pen that when you press down to 
write, you get a shock. There’s a 
shock magic marker, chewing gum, 
a microphone and also some newer 
stuff, like a shock mp3 player. 

Q: What are your most popu- 
lar items of all time? 

A: The classic stuff is the hand 
buzzer, chewing gum that snaps 
down on your finger when you go 
to take a piece, eyeglasses that have 
a big nose, mustache and eyebrows; 
the ugly teeth is a classic. Also, 
baseballs and rocks that make it 
look like your car window has been 
smashed. Phony lottery tickets 
came out about eight years ago. 
They scratch off and you think 
you’ve won $10,000, and some 


the card. 

Q: That's cruel. 

A: Yeah, that one is pretty rough. I 
once DJ-ed a bar mitzvah, where I 
threw some of the fake lotto tickets 
on the table (I let the kid’s mother 
know of course). During the cocktail 
hour, this one woman started jump- 
ing up and down screaming, “I won! 
I won!” Then we watched her go 
from smiling to looking really pissed 
off. She came over to us and said, 
“That was not funny!” The mother 
and I were hysterically laughing. 

Q: What are some pranks 
you've played on people? 

A: When we were younger we’d do 
crazy stuff like put Saran wrap over a 
toilet seat. That’s pretty rough, espe- 
cially when you really have to go. We 


□ 

also used to go into clubs, at the time 
they were disco clubs, and we’d take 
a guy by the shoulders and spin him 
around while he was urinating. 

Q: Sounds like you could have 
gotten into some serious 
fights. 

A: Well you had to have a lot of 
friends with you. You couldn’t do it 
by yourself. Fortunately, I always 
hung out with some pretty big guys. 

Q: You're a magician. What's 
the most daring trick you've 
pulled off? 

A: I got married! 


Brooklyn messes \ T 

with Texas at Iff j 

South by Southwest 

The second week of every March, the creative masses travel to Austin, TX, a blue Mecca J -m 1 | 

in the big red state, to enjoy barbeque, beer, music and film. The South by Southwest festival, ■ , J 

now in its 21st year, features over 1,500 bands and 240 films during its brief nine-day life. ,1 Ipj | .. — 1 

GO Brooklyn’s Laura McDonald caught up with some Brooklynites who showcased their TP7I ‘■ j 1 -l _ __ J 

work to find out why everyone wants in on the action down south. — Laura McDonald - ■ \ I \ 



Nate Meyer, 31, 

Director, 

"Pretty in the Face" 

When you are on the road, what do you miss most about Brooklyn? 
Brooklyn is unquestionably my favorite place on the planet. Not 
only is it stimulating in and of itself, it provides access to all the 
film and other arts that interest me in other boroughs and the 
quality of life fits me perfectly. 



Michael Pace, 28, 

Greenpoint 

Guitarist for 
Oxford Collapse 

What part of Austin would you like to see in Brooklyn? 

It would be interesting to see the Alamo Theater in NYC. 1 love 
their attitude: this close-knit small town "let's put on a show and 
totally have fun with it" mentality. Maybe it's better off in Austin 
— why taint its legacy? 



Ashley Sabin, 24, 
< Clinton Hill 

Director, 

"Kamp Katrina" 

When you are on the road, what do you miss most about Brooklyn? 
We travel quite a bit not only shooting our films but also doing 
screenings. As much as 1 enjoy traveling to the many parts of the 
world that our films take us to, 1 am always excited to return to 
Brooklyn. 


m 

1 Michael Tully, 32, 
1 Park Slope 

Director, 
"Silver Jew" 

How are Austin and Brooklyn similar or different? 

Austin and Brooklyn are very similar to me. There's a sense of 
slower living in each place, yet there's still an energy that 
makes both places feel vibrant and alive. It's a very special, magi- 
cal feeling. 


Religious holidays calendar 


Easter Egg Hunt, Bens< 


Bay Ridge Jewish Center (405 81st St., 
at Fourth Avenue, Bay Ridge), seder, 
6:30 pm. Adults, $36; children, $18. 
Call (71 8) 836-31 03 or e-mail 
brjc11209@aol.com for information. 


Palm Sunday 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church (6935 
Fourth Ave., between Fourth and 


748-9502 or 


ce, 10:30 ar 


bayridge.org for information. 

Brown Memorial Baptist Church (484 

Fort Greene) Palm Sunday parade, 9 
am. Call (718) 638-6121 or visit 
www.brownmemorialbaptist.org for 

First Presbyterian Church (1 24 Henry 
St., between Love Lane and Clark 
Street, Brooklyn Heights), service, 10 
am. Childcare available. Call (718) 
624-3770 for information. 

Old First Reformed Church (729 
Carroll St., between Sixth and 


streets, Brooklyn Heights), st , 

1 1 am. Call (718) 624-4743 or visit 
www.plymouthchurch.org for infor- 


visit www.staugustineparkslope.org 

St. John-St. Matthew Emanuel 
Lutheran Church (283 Prospect 
Ave., between Fifth and Sixth 

CdHm) 7^8-052sf orvtelt # ^ 

www.stjme.org for information 


Passover begins 
Chabad of Brownstone Brooklyn (85 

Eastern Pkwy, between Classon and 

Heights), traditional se 1 n ' in 


Donati 




all (718) 965- 


ooklyn.co 


. 

Park places, Park Slope) Palm pro- 
cession, 9 am. Call (718) 783-3132 or 


., between Sterling and 


Congregation B'nai Avraham (117 

Henry streets, Brooklyn Heights), tre 
ditional seder, 7 pm. Adults, $50; 

Call (718) 596-4840 x18 or visit 


. „ „ rai Jacob (401 Ninth 

St., between Fifth and Sixth avenues. 
Park Slope), traditional seder, 8:30 
pm. Adults, $40; kids, $20. Call (718) 
832-1266 or email slopeshul@earth- 

Congregation Mount Sinai (250 

Cadman Plaza West, between Tillary 
and Clark streets), community seder, 
6:30 pm. Members, $50; non-mem- 
bers $60; kids, $20. Call (718) 875- 
91 24 or visit www.congmtsinai.org 

Park Slope Jewish Center (1320 Eighth 
Ave., between 13th and 14th 
streets. Park Slope), seder, 8 pm. 
Price unknown. Call (718) 768-1453 
or visit www.psjc.org for information. 

St. Francis Xavier (225 Sixth Ave., be- 
tween Carroll Street and Sixth Avenue, 
Park Slope), traditional Penance Ser- 


faith 

in Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge Jewish Center, seder, see 
Saturday, March 31 . 

Congregation Beth Elohim (274 Garfield 

K ; .. c)VL:cil M Av 7l.c, -Ark Sop io 
ditional seder, 9 am. Call (718) 768- 
3814 or visit www.congregation- 
bethelohim.org for information. 

Chabad of Brownstone Brooklyn (70 

Prospect Park West, between Second 

tional seder, 8:30 pm. Donations wel- 
come. E-mail ChabadPS@aol.com to 
RSVP. Call (718) 965-9836 or visit 
www.chabadbrownstonebrooklyn.co 
m for information. 

Congregation B'nai Avraham, see 
Monday, April 2. 


Griswold's Pub (7726 Third Ave. 
between 77th and 78th streets), 
Easter performance by Martin 
McQuade, 7:30 pm. No cover. Call 
(718) 745-3340 for reservations. 
Union Temple (17 Eastern Pkwy, 


n. Call (718) 638-7600 or 


Thurs, April 5 


Holy Thursday 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church (6935 
Fourth Ave., between Fourth and 
Ovington avenues. Bay Ridge), 
Passover seder, 6 pm, Maundy 
Thursday service, 7:30 pm. Call (718) 
748-9502 or visit www.bethlehem- 
bayridge.org for information. 

First Presbyterian Church (124 Henry 
St., between Love Lane and Clark 
Street, Brooklyn Heights), Maundy 
Thursday service, 7 pm. Call (718) 
624-3770 or visit 

www.fpcbrooklyn.org for information. 
Old First Reformed Church (729 Carroll 
St., between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues. Park Slope) Holy Thursday 
mass, 7 pm. Call (718) 638-8300 or 
visit www.oldfirstbrooklyn.org for 


Plymouth Church (75 Hicks St., be- 
tween Orange and Cranberry streets, 
Brooklyn Heights), Maundy Thursday 
communion and service, 7-8 pm. Call 
(718) 624-4743 or visit www.ply- 

St. Augustine Catholic Church (116 Sixth 
Ave., between Sterling and Park 
places. Park Slope), mass, 8 pm. Call 
(71 8) 783-3132 or visit www.stau- 
gustineparkslope.org for information. 

St. Francis Xavier (225 Sixth Ave., 
between Carroll Street and Sixth 


(718) 638-1880 . 

St. John-St. Matthew Emanuel 
Lutheran Church (283 Prospect l 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues, 
Slope), service, 10:30 am and 7:3 
pm. Call (718) 768-0528 or visit 
www.stjme.org for information 




Good Friday 
Plymouth Church (75 Hicks St., 
between Orange and Cranberry 
streets, Brooklyn Heights), reflection 
and prayer, noon-3 pm. Call (718) 
624-4743 or visit www.ply- 

St. Augustine Catholic Church (116 Sixth 
Ave., between Sterling and Park 
places. Park Slope), the Way of the 
Cross, 11 am; Veneration liturgy, 3 


St. Francis Xavier (225 Sixth Ave., be- 
tween Carroll Street and Sixth 
Avenue, Park Slope), Morning prayer, 
10 am; Veneration liturgy, 3 pm. Call 
(718) 638-1880 or visit www.stfx- 
brooklyn.org for information. 

St. John-St. Matthew Emanuel Luth- 
eran Church (283 Prospect Ave., 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues. 

Park Slope), "To the Ends of the 

T30 pm°(XdJre provided). Call ° K 
(71 8) 768-0528 or visit www.stjme.org 


Easter Egg Hunt, Pierrepont Playground 
(Brooklyn Heights Promenade at 
Pierrepont Street in Columbia 
Heights), 10 am. Visit www.bhplay- 
grounds.org for information. 

Easter Egg Hunt, Empire-Fulton Ferry 
State Park (1 Main St., between New 

802-0603 or visit www.brooklyn- 
bridgepark.org for information. 
Easter Egg Hunt, McKinley Park (Fort 
Hamilton Parkway at 75th Street), 2-4 
pm. Call (718) 238-6044 for informa- 


/e., between Sterling Place 

Saturday, the Great Vigil of Easter, 8 
pm. Call (718) 783-3132 or visit 
yvww.staugustineparkslope.org for 

it. Francis Xavier (225 Sixth Ave., 
between Carroll Street and Sixth 
Avenue, Park Slope), mass, 8 pm. 


Call (718) 638-1 880 or visit 


Easter Sunday 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church (6935 
Fourth Ave., between Fourth and 
Ovington avenues. Bay Ridge), break- 
fast, 8:45-9:30 am, RSVP by April 1; 
Easter Sunday service, 10:30 am. Call 
(718) 748-9502 or visit www.bethle- 
hembayridge.org for information. 
Brown Memorial Baptist Church (484 
Washington Ave., on the corner of 
Gates Avenue, Fort Greene), sunrise 


Easter play, 9:15 am. Call (718) 638- 
6121 or visit www. brownmemorial- 
baptist.org for information. 

Old First Reformed Church (729 Carroll 
St., between Sixth and Seventh 

C^^71 8)^8-83wTi orj^^.old- 

Plymouth Church (75 Hicks St., be- 
tween Orange and Cranberry 


Streets, Brooklyn Heights), Easter 
service, 1 1 am; Easter egg hunt after 
mass in the Cranberry Street garden. 
Call (718) 624-4743 or visit www.ply- 

St. Francis Xavier (225 Sixth Ave., 
between Carroll Street and Sixth 
Avenue, Park Slope), mass, 9:30 am 
and 12:15 pm. Call (718) 638-1880 or 
visit www.stfxbrooklyn.org for infor- 


Slope), breakfast, 9 am; egg hunt, 
10:15 am; mass, 11 am. Call (718) 
768-0528 or visit www.stjme.org for 
information 


Tuesday, April lO 


Park West, between Second and 
Third streets. Park Slope), Moshiach 
Seudah, 6:30 pm. Free. Call (718) 
832-1266 or visit www.park- 
slopeshul.org for information. 


Be an intern! 

^ is now interviewing candidates 
for our summer internship pro- 
gram. If you love arts and en- 
tertainment and are enrolled 
as a graduate or undergraduate student, 
please send your cover letter, resume 
and writing samples to 
GoBrooklyn@BrooklynPaper.com. 

Hone your journalism skills 
while accumulating clips for your portfolio! 
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and the Outlaw Carnies, 10 pm, Uncle Leon 
& The Alibis, 1 1 pm, FREE; April 7: The Dirty 
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427 Seventh Ave. at 14th Street in Park 
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HOW TO GAIN 
MORE CLOSET SPACE 


Step One: 

Visit American Housewares. 


NEW SPRING COLLECTION 

FROM FARYLROBIN, HOLLYWOULD, BERNARDO & MORE 



burke talon 

A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL 
(2U) 812 ~ 3994 


Pet Health 

Questions? 

Ask Dr. Dendtler 

Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 



* Vaccinations * Hill's Prescription Diets 
*Skin Disorders 'Microchip Implants 
•Dental Care 'Surgery 

•House Calls * Lab Tests 


239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.| 

( 718 ) 789-7170 


Loose 
Dentures? ~ 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, ' 
have the “Mini-Implant System" 
placed in less than two hours, J 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 
As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 
on ABC & Fox News 

® — 

• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 



" “ 1 Call today for your FREE Consultation 

j *ONLY $495 [ 74 q ooo oqqe 

FOR DENTURE! / - UHM •s-ooao 

I Limited Time Offer \ 461 77th st “ Ba V Rld S e 

| "with a puchase of MDI | 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
j www.oraldentalcare.com 


r-hiiW O&tof 


Chinese 

Cuisine 

Sushi 

Salad 



TRY ME PACK 
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Ice cream man bound & 
robbed in midday heist 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 


84th Precinct 


The owner of the Ben and 
Jerry’s on Atlantic Avenue was 
bound and robbed by an armed 
bandit on March 23. 

The 42-year-old said he was- 
n’t hurt during the high-noon at- 
tack by an angry, foul-mouthed 
thug packing a black gun and a 
roll of Duct tape. 

“Get in the back! Where’s the 
money?” the robber insisted after 
he pushed his way through the 
back door of the store, which is 
between Court and Clinton 

The bmte ordered the victim — 
who was working alone — into 
the back and forced him to tie his 
own legs together, using the rob- 
ber’s gray tape. Next, he ordered 
the bound man to open a safe and 
remove the cash — then stole his 
Rolex, for good measure. The rob- 
ber ran off with $900 and the time- 
piece, leaving the owner hobbled, 
but unhurt. 

Police are looking for a 6- 
foot-tall, dark-skinned Hispanic 
man weighing around 210 
pounds. He was last seen wear- 
ing a black mask. 

Overnight thief 

Call it a one-night-stand from 
hell. And let’s hope it’s just one 

Residents of Boerum Hill got 
an unwanted visitor on March 21 , 
police said. 

The caper — during which no 
one was injured and nothing was 
stolen — began at a home on At- 
lantic Avenue, near Bond Street, 
around 11:30 pm, when a 43- 
year-old man found a stranger 
banging on his garden-floor door, 
insisting that he had lost his keys. 

When he questioned the key- 
less fellow, the man bolted and 
leapt over a fence encircling the 
yard of a Pacific Street home. 

Next, the would-be thief crept 
a few doors down and had better 
luck. Just 15 minutes after the 
first incident, someone sneaked 
in through an unlocked door to 
the basement of a Pacific Street 
home and confronted a 14-year- 
old girl downstairs. 

When the teen begged him not 
to harm her, the girl’s father heard 
the burglar respond: ‘T won’t hurt 
you. I’m just hiding from the po- 
lice because I broke a window.” 

The father rushed downstairs to 
aid his daughter, but the sound of 
his steps scared away the prowler. 
But the would-be thief — who 
identified himself to the girl as “Ja- 
son” — didn’t go too far, hiding in 
a nearby backyard until 9 am. 

That’s when the prowler 
crashed through the back win- 
dow of a Pacific Street home. 
The owner, who was remodeling 
the house, was surprised to see 
the man — but not so stunned 
that he couldn’t summon police. 

Police Officer Petlyn Job, 
with the 84th Precinct, arrested 
the prowler, a 24-year-old man, 
on multiple burglary charges 
when she arrived at the Pacific 
Street house. The suspect gave 
her a false name, but eventually 
cops matched him to the ID 
found in a black backpack that 
they discovered in back of an At- 
lantic Avenue residence on the 
same block. 

Newsstand heist 

A Livingston Street newspaper 
vendor got an unwanted scoop on 
an armed robbery — his own — 
on March 25, police said. 

The 35-year-old clerk made 
the papers at around 11:30 am, 
when a thief with a black gun 
rushed him at his newsstand near 
Bond Street. The robber raided 
the cash box, grabbing approxi- 
mately $600, and took off run- 
ning toward the Fulton Mall. 

Sorry thief 

An apologetic burglar with a 
lame excuse swiped an iPod and 
cash from a woman he surprised 
in a Jay Street apartment on 
March 22, police said. 

The 43-year-old was in her 
bedroom at home, near Gold 
Street, when the prowler kicked 
in her door, around 5:30 pm. 

“Sorry, I didn’t know anyone 
lives here,” he announced as he 
rushed through the door into the 
home, where a 19-year-old 
woman also was staying. 

The thief snatched the popular 
digital music player, a Coach 
handbag worth $300, a calcula- 
tor and $400 before dashing off. 
The women told police they 
couldn’t identify the robber. 

Cars clipped 

Thieves stole at least two ve- 
hicles this week — one from 
DUMBO and another from 
Brooklyn Heights. 

On March 19, sometime be- 
tween 8 am and 4:30 pm, some- 
one swiped a 1999 Nissan from 
a spot on York Street. The 40- 
year-old owner left the car near 
Gold Street and returned to find 
no sign of the gray Altima. 

And between 1 pm on March 
22 and 12:30 pm on March 24, 
thieves grabbed a 1991 Lexus 
from Poplar Street. The 24-year- 
old owner left the white sedan, 
with Pennsylvania plates, near 
Hicks Street, but when she re- 
turned it was gone. 

Stones swiped 

Talk about a lack of class. 

Someone stole a box with 
$1 ,000 worth of class rings and 
other valuables from a track 
parked near the fire department 
building on Flatbush Avenue Ex- 
tension, police said. 

The 42-year-old victim, a 


Long Island man, left the truck 
outside the building, near Myrtle 
Avenue, around 11:30 am on 
March 24. He locked the door 
and went inside for a few hours. 

When he checked the track 
again, shortly before 2 pm, there 
was no damage, but several 
items had been stolen. Missing 
was a framed photograph from 
an exhibit, worth $100, a box of 
office supplies, a sales kit from 
the class ring company, with 
stones and other samples, worth 
$150, and the box with dozens of 
rings. 

Checked out 

A purse-snatcher needed less 
than five minutes to do his shop- 
ping at an Atlantic Avenue store 
on March 19, police said. 

The victim, an 18-year-old 
employee, had stashed her bag 
under the counter while she went 
about her business in the store, 
which is near Henry Street. 

At around 6 pm, she noticed 
that the bag — which contained 
eyeglasses, a set of keys, and an 
orange wallet with credit cards, 
various IDs, and $370 — was no 
longer there. 


88th Precinct 


TViple threat 

A quiet moment on a park 
bench turned out to be anything 
but for one Fort Greene man on 
March 22 — but at least the vic- 
tim kept his valuables. 

The 25-year-old was resting on 
Park Avenue, near North Elliot 
Place, when a trio of strangers ap- 
proached just after 5 pm. One man 
pulled a silver handgun and insist- 
ed, “Run your pockets.” 

“You’ve got to be kidding,” the 
victim responded, in disbelief. 


I'll be your bridge 
from where you are to 
where you want to be 



Ellen Gottlieb 


Brooklyn 
f/irfx/cyey 

Realty, Ltd. 

21 1 Court Street 
Brooklyn 

917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 x 112 

brooklynbridgerealty.com 


A second man then pulled a 
black gun to underscore their in- 
tentions, but the victim still tried to 
escape. As he tried to bolt, the first 
thug smacked him in the face with 
his weapon and the third brute 
wrestled him to the pavement. 

But before the trio could cause 
further harm, or steal anything, 
they bolted, leaving him on the 
ground. 

The leader is described as a 
20-year-old black man, 5-foot-10 
and 150 pounds. Police said the 
other two are a 5-foot-5, 110- 
pound, black man and a 6-foot-2, 
140-pound white Hispanic man, 
dressed in a white tank top. 

Teen nabbed 

Police arrested a 13-year-old 
boy for allegedly robbing a 
Harlem man walking on Dekalb 
Avenue on March 21 . 

The 41 -year-old victim was 
headed Downtown, near Washing- 
ton Park, when the thief rushed 
him from behind, around 2:30 pm. 
The robber snatched his black bag, 
which held a cellphone and $3 1 . 

Police Officer Frank Liuzzi of 
the 88th Precinct later caught up 
with the suspect, and arrested the 
teen on robbery charges. He found 
the bag with all the victim’s be- 
longings on the teen, cops said. 

Armed heist 

A man was robbed while walk- 
ing on Dekalb Avenue shortly after 
midnight on March 22, police said. 

The 31 -year-old was near 
South Portland Avenue when a 
trio of strangers rushed him from 
behind. One held up a black 
handgun and demanded he turn 
over any money. 

The victim gave them $60 
and the thugs also stole his keys 
to both home and his nearby 
business, and a Metrocard. The 
man said he couldn’t identify the 
thieves. 

Baby-buggy blues 

Mothers, guard your car- 
riages. The baby-buggy thieves 
are back. 

A 34-year-old woman lost her 
wallet to a woman who snatched 
it from the back of her baby’s 
stroller while she was shopping 
at an Atlantic Avenue mall on 
March 20, police said. 

The victim saw the young, 
black woman in a white jacket 
and blue jeans grab the purse 
from the back of the carriage 
around 1 pm. The thief, who 
smelled like marijuana, cops 
said, bolted with $45, various 
credit cards, ID, and her medical 
insurance information. 

Innocence lost 

Kids . You just can’t trust ’em, 
these days. 

That’s what one woman 
learned while shopping at a dis- 
count department store on Atlantic 
Avenue on March 25, police said. 

The 30-year-old was in aisle 
C54 at the store, near Flatbush 
Avenue, around noon when a 10- 
year-old boy bumped into her. 
She thought nothing of it at the 
time, but when she reached the 


checkout counter and felt for her 
wallet, it was gone. 

Although security cameras 
didn’t catch the crime, the victim 
described the young thief as a 4- 
foot-5, 100-pound black boy. The 
Nine West bag held her Social 
Security card, bank information, 
photographs of her kids and $23. 

Berry picked 

Someone swiped a Blackber- 
ry and a wallet from a man walk- 
ing along Vanderbilt Avenue on 
March 22, police said. 

The 26-year-old victim was 
near Willoughby Street around 
9:30 pm when someone grabbed 
the electrical organizer out of his 
hand and plucked his wallet. He 
escaped with the device, various 
credit cards and $20. 

Target teacher 

Talk about a lesson you won’t 
forget. 

That was the unfortunate truth 
for a young teacher at a high 
school on Willoughby Street off 
Ashland Place, on March 22. Po- 
lice said someone swiped a bag 
from the 22-year-old between 2 
pm and 3:30 pm and escaped 
with a backpack and wallet with 
an MP3 player, keys, credit 
cards, a driver’s license and $20. 


76th Precinct 


Bad luck charm 

Sometimes, talismans aren’t 
all they’re cracked up to be. 

That was the case when a pair 
of armed thugs stole an NYPD 
charm from a man walking 
along Bond Street the evening of 
March 24, police said. 

The first thug grabbed the 50- 
year-old victim from behind as 
he neared Butler Street, around 
6:30 pm, and wrapped his arms 
around the man’s chest. The sec- 
ond brute made their business 
clear, stating, “Give it up!” 

The three men began to strag- 
gle and, during the fight, the first 
thug pulled his gun and snatched 
the victim’s wallet and jewelry. 
In all, the victim lost $296 and 
various pieces of 14-carat jewel- 
ry, including a New York Police 
Department charm. 

Police are looking for two 
white Hispanic men in their mid- 
20s. The leader was 5-foot-9 and 
175 pounds, with a brown jacket 
and a dark mask obscuring his 
face. The other man was 5-foot- 
5 and 150 pounds and not wear- 
ing a mask. 

Robbery school 

This lesson wasn’t in any- 
one’s educational plan. 

But a teenager learned a nasty 
truth of life in Brooklyn when he 
was robbed at gunpoint for his 
Nike sneakers, a silver chain and 
an Enyce jacket while at school 
on Hoyt Street, off Union Street, 
March 22, police said. 

The 15-year-old victim was in 
class just after 1 1 am when the 
thief sneaked up behind him and 
shoved a silver-colored gun in 
his back. 

“Keep it moving,” he told the 
teen, but added, “Gimme all 
your stuff.” 

The teen, a student at the New 
Horizon’s School, turned over 
the sneakers, valued at $100. He 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

A A 7^ 222-4900 

m 7am-l0pm weekdays, Qam-lOpm weekends 



yam-iopm weekdays, 9am-i0pm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun G SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

■ air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]Tj Douglass (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


described the thief as a 25-year- 
old, 5-foot-ll, 190-pound white 
Hispanic man with a goatee. He 
was last seen wearing a brown 
jacket and orange pants. 

Not finger paint 

Someone slipped into a King 
Street preschool last week and 
trashed the place before the 
youngsters arrived on March 21 , 
police said. 

The thieves broke through the 
front door of the Linden Street 
school, near Van Brunt Street, 
sometime after 11:30 am on 
March 20, when the cleaning 
staff left. 

Once inside, the prowlers 
broke through an interior win- 
dow to access a locked office. 
The intruders didn’t take any- 
thing, but they did destroy the 
place before leaving, sometime 
before staff arrived the next 
morning, at 7:15 am. 


The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 

. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 


</ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

</ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 
</ Enrichment Programs 

✓ Full/Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


✓ Fully Air Conditioned 
\/ Indoor Gym 

i/ Integrated Program 
\/ Nutritional Breakfast/ Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

t/ Safe and Nurtuing en 

✓ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 

167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 


• Local & Long Distance Services 

• Airport Transportation Foxwoodand 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 

__ *’ as ‘ nos 

Hwfclfe 

1 Car Limn Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 




# A in Reliability 
" I in Quality 
I in Service 


SATNICK 

W service all mechanical & quartz watches 
& repair all jewelry on premises 

HARTLEY F. SATNICK 

The Only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs of New York City 
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These evil space villains took her for a ride 


78 PCT BLOTTER 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A woman was forced at gun- 
point by two thugs to drive to 
her bank and withdraw $1 ,500 
on March 20. 

It all started at around 2:10 pm 
when the woman was preparing 
to pull out of a spot on Sixth 
Street, between Seventh and 

preparing to leave, three muggers 
drove up in a green car and 
asked, “Are you getting out?” 
Before she could answer, two 
of the men hopped into the 
woman’s car and showed off a 
black pistol. “Give me the mon- 
ey,” one of the men shouted. 

The woman turned over $300, 
but the gunmen wanted more, 
forcing the woman to drive to a 
bank three blocks away. 


The woman was threatened 
repeatedly to coerce her into co- 
operating. 

“Bring her to Fifth Avenue, 
and I will kill her,” one of the 
men said, emphasizing what 
would happen if the woman did- 
n’t turn over the money. 

Once at the bank, which is on 
Ninth Street, the woman and one 
of the men went to the teller, 
where she withdrew the $1500. 

When the woman and her 
muggers returned to the street, the 
green car was back, and the sus- 
pects jumped into it and disap- 
peared towards Fourth Avenue. 

Police are looking for a 5-foot- 
8, 200-pound black man, about 45, 
last seen wearing a black snorkel 
jacket; and his accomplice, a 5- 
foot-7, 150-pound white man, 
about 25, who preferred a green 


snorkel jacket. 

The victim did not get a good 
look at the driver. 

Rob me now? 

A Third Avenue glass manu- 
facturer had one of its cellphones 
stolen on during the week of 
March 12, but didn’t discover 
the theft until the thief had dialed 
up more than $650 in calls. 

The owner of the business, 
which is near First Street, told 
cops that the call-crazed perp 
took one of the company’s office 
cellphones sometime between 
March 12 and March 19. 

The phone has since been 
turned off. 


Double duty 

Two Second Street apart- 
ments were broken into within a 
few days of each other last week, 
police records show. 

On March 18, a 26-year-old 
woman called cops to report that 
someone had broken into her 
apartment, which is between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West, and stolen an iPod 
and a laptop computer. 

Cops found no evidence of a 
break-in, leading them to believe 
that the perp had access to the 
building’s keys, which are kept 
in a basement lockbox. 

When cops went door-to-door 


in the building, the victim’s up- 
stairs neighbor told them that her 
apartment had also been robbed 
“in the same manner,” the report 
shows. 

Car gone 

A man’s Dodge sedan was 
stolen from a space on Park 
Place overnight on March 22. 

The 53-year-old man told po- 
lice that she had parked the car 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues 
at around 9:30 on March 21 , but 
when she returned at 6:45 the 
next morning, the car was gone. 

No sleeping 

A man who had consumed a 
drink or two too many got onto a 
Brooklyn-bound F train at Sec- 
ond Avenue in Manhattan only 
to wake up at the Seventh Av- 
enue station in Park Slope to a 


true nightmare: someone had cut 
open his pants pocket and stolen 
his wallet. 

The suddenly sober victim — 
who lives on Ninth Street — told 
cops that he lost a Motorola cell- 
phone, a wallet and various cred- 

Went fishing 

This ain’t no fish story: A 
woman had a fishing pole stolen 
out of her car on March 24. 

She told cops that she had 
parked the car on Second Av- 
enue near 12th Street at around 5 
pm. When she returned to it the 
next day, she discovered that the 
lock on the passenger-side door 
had been broken and the trunk 
had been cleaned out. 

In addition to the fishing pole, 
the woman lost $60 and various 
ID cards. 




Unique Coffee Blends, Teas & Accessories 
British Teas & Sweets 

With this Ad Save $1 .00 off 1 lb of Coffee 


Big change at 'Hens' 


By Nica Lalli 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The name may be changing, 
but the Brooklyn Blackout Cake 
will remain the same. 

Two Little Red Hens bakery 
on Eighth Avenue between 11th 
and 12th Streets is now the Lady- 
bird Bakery — the result of an 
amicable split between longtime 
partners, Mary Louise Clemens 
and Christine Winkler. 

In this smooth transition, Win- 
kler gets the Upper East Side 
store and all the wholesale busi- 
ness, while Clemens retains the 
Brooklyn location. 

“I am happy that I’ll get to be 
here more,” Clemens said. 


Clemens gave the valuable 
“Little Red Hens” name to her 
partner of 12 years because she 
wanted to have a fresh start and a 
new look in Brooklyn. 

The new name, she said, came 
from a contest she held. 

A ladybird, explained Cle- 
mens, a native of Texas, is what 
Southerners call a ladybug. In 
Texas, ladybirds fly through the 
bluebonnets (which is the state 
flower) so it is fitting that her 
new logo will have the bluebon- 
net and the ladybird on it. 

Watch for her new sign in the 
next few weeks, and get that 
Easter order in today! Indeed, 
some things never change. 
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The or bar burg 

A Staten Island woman drink- 
ing in a popular Seventh Avenue 
bar in the wee hours of March 25 
had her bag stolen after two men 
staged what only later appeared 
to be a staged diversion. 

At around 1 am, the two men 


— one black, one Hispanic, both 
around 18 years old — started 
yelling at each other. 

With everyone’s attention fo- 
cused on the brouhaha, one of 
the perps was able to swipe the 
woman’s bag as he ran out of the 
bar, which is at the comer of 
Seventh Street. 


A-Z Dental, PC 


Family 
Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 


• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 
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I EXAMINATION, NECESSARY 
) X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING , 
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332 9th St. (718) 832-1222 
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• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
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• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 
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High 

By Matthew Lysiak 
and Michael Giardina 

The Brooklyn Paper 


68th Precinct 


A 22-year-old man was 
robbed by three men who took 
$70, two bags of marijuana, 
and, apparently, their victim’s 
common sense on March 10. 

Police said the victim had 
been followed into the bathroom 
of a bar at Third Avenue and 
92nd Street, where he was phys- 
ically threatened by the three 
strangers as he was about to an- 
swer nature’s call at 3:45 am. 


^ Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 

Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, ny Sheepshead bay 

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com 


^ Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel; (718) 368-3334 


crime: Man’s stash is taken 


POLICE BLOTTER 


The man told police he turned 
over the cash, and two plastic 
bags filled with pot. 

Cops are on the lookout for 
the perps, but didn’t think too 
highly of the victim either. 

“We should have arrested that 
man for stupidity,” a police 

No way home 

The recent string of naviga- 
tion system heists found another 
casualty on March 24. 

In the third repotted map-swipe 
in the last nine days, a 26-year old 
woman returned to her car at 5 pm 
only to discover her driver’s-side 
door lock had been pulled out of 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The FDNY will no longer 
send emergency ambulances to 
Victory Memorial Hospital — 
a decision that could doom the 
beleaguered hospital, days after 
local pols crowed that they had 
saved the troubled medical 
center’s emergency room. 

The surprising move goes 
into effect on April 1 , and means 
that all 911 calls coming from 
Southwest Brooklyn on routes 
previously directed to Victory 
will now be routed either to 
Maimonides Medical Center in 
Borough Park or Lutheran Med- 
ical Center in Sunset Park. 

The announcement raised the 
blood pressure of local officials 
who are questioning the sanity of 
taking Victory’s three ambu- 
lances off the road while South- 
west Brooklyn emergency rooms 
are already at full capacity. 

“This is insane,” said Council- 
man Vince Gentile (D-Bay 
Ridge), “Victory still has a work- 
ing emergency room, certified 
EMTs, and working ambulances, 
and until that changes, I do not 
see why they cannot still provide 
ambulance service to Southwest 
Brooklyn.” 

Bill Guarinello, the acting 
chair of the Dyker Heights hos- 
pital’s board of trustees, told 
The Brooklyn Paper on March 
17 that local officials would 
soon be announcing that the 
medical center had found a 
partner to save its busy emer- 
gency room — but that an- 


her 2004 Cadillac Escalade and 
her navigation system, valued at 
$1500, was missing. 

She told cops that the car had 
been parked on 12th Avenue 
near 75th Street. 

Wheels swiped 

A new Mazda, valued at 
$38,694, was stolen from in 
front of a house on Fourth Av- 
enue near 76th Street on March 
25, cops said. 

The 31 -year old victim told 


nouncement never came. 

“We are still in the process of 
looking for a partner and we 
have a couple of people at the 
table,” said hospital spokesman 
Ronald DeFranco. “Obviously, 
this move takes one of our bar- 
gaining chips off the table.” 
DeFranco called the decision 
to pull Victory off the 911 call 
list “premature to say the least,” 
and isn’t sure the hospital will 
be able to survive the blow. 

“At least 75 percent of our 
admissions are through the 
emergency room,” DeFranco 
said. “We know for a fact that 
that number will go down. We 
just don’t know how much.” 
Ambulances from competing 
hospitals are avoiding Victory, 
sometimes even if it is closer 
and the patient requests it, ac- 
cording to DeFranco. 

“It is called pirating and we 
have received several com- 
plaints,” he said. “Patients who 
are requesting our hospital are be- 
ing told that Victory is closed and 
then taken to our competition.” 
With Victory’s fleet of am- 
bulances on the sidelines, an- 
other concern is that response 
times could be slower during 
emergencies, which could have 
deadly consequences. 

“Patients who live in an area 
like 18th Avenue and 86th 
Street could face an additional 
four minutes to get to their 
emergency room,” said Ron 
Fedele, president of the Ben- 
sonhurst Volunteer Ambulance 
Service, which itself is trying to 
overcome financial hardships 


police she looked for her car at 4 
pm. but it had gone missing, 
along with a navigation system, 
valued at $350 and an additional 
$1 ,850 worth of accessories. 

Police are on the lookout. 

Out of the closet 

A 27-year-old woman returned 
to her Fort Hamilton Avenue 
apartment at 6:50 pm to discover 
that someone had raided her bed- 
room closet and stolen more than 
$4,000 in jewels on March 25. 


that have kept their ambulances 
off the road. 

“Four minutes could mean 
the difference between life and 
death.” 

The average city response 
time for a patient who calls 911 
is six to seven minutes. 

Fedele says he wasn’t sur- 
prised by the announcement, and 
believes it is part of a larger plan 
to close the hospital completely. 

“The hospital is being closed 
and they are taking it apart 
piece, by piece,” Fedele said. 

Gentile is not giving up on 
Victory. This week, he demand- 
ed that FDNY Chief John Pe- 
ruggia reverse “the ill-advised 
decision” to end Victory Me- 
morial Hospital as an ambu- 
lance destination. 

Peruggia was unavailable for 
comment. 

Despite a state report last 
year that recommended Victo- 
ry’s closure, Victory is still a vi- 
tal cog in the neighborhood’s 
emergency medical machine. 
The center’s emergency room is 
at 104 percent capacity. 

The 254-bed hospital de- 
clared bankruptcy last Novem- 
ber amid scrutiny of the hospi- 
tal’s compensation practices, 
which included a $1.1 -million 
severance package for depart- 
ing CEO Donald DiCunto. 

New management is in place, 
but Fedele believes the new team 
was doomed 60m the start. 

“They have phenomenal 
management in place now,” 
Fedele said. “But it looks like 
they came too late.” 


The victim told police that her 
collection included a diamond- 
and-gold wedding band. 

Police are questioned neigh- 
bors in the building, which is 
near 92nd Street. 

Brass knuckles 

A 16-year-old girl was sliced 
in the face by a perp with brass 
knuckles at the comer of Ridge 
Boulevard and 90th Street on 
March 12. 

It’s unclear what sparked the 
violence, but the victim told cops 
that she was walking down the 
street at 2:30 pm and had gotten 
into an argument with a stranger. 

Police said the victim did not 
want to press charges. 


68th Precinct 


Unholy heist! 

A Bay Parkway synagogue 
parishioner had her purse stolen 
on March 21 as she was praying. 

The woman was in the syna- 
gogue, which is near 79th Street, 
at around 10 am, but when she 
finished her rituals, she noticed 
that her bag — which contained 
$2,500 and a cellphone — was 
gone. 

Unfortunately, no one was able 
to get a good look at the crook. 

Old-timer swipe 

An elderly woman was the 
victim of the old bump and mn, 
when she had her wallet 
snatched as she was shopping in 
an 86th Street convenience store 
on March 23. 

The 76-year-old woman was 
in the store, which is near Bay 
32nd Street, at around 1 pm, 
when she felt a bump from an 
unknown person. When she left 
the store, she realized her wallet 
was gone, which contained $45. 

The woman failed to get a 
good look at the thief. 

Wallet fumble 

A man’s wife dropped his wal- 
let while they were shopping in an 
86th Street supermarket on March 
23 — and the pair watched in hor- 
ror as a fleet-footed female thief 
plucked it and ran. 


The wallet hit the floor at 
around 2:30 pm — and disap- 
peared seconds later. The billfold 
contained $35 , including credit 
and debit cards. 

Neither husband nor wife got 
a good look at the criminal as 
she fled the store, which is near 
18th Avenue. 

Thief nabbed 

Cops nabbed a perp who 
swiped a woman’s purse in a 
Bath Avenue grocery store on 
March 21. 

The woman had laid her purse 
aside as she paid for her gro- 
ceries at 10:30 pm. Seeing this, 
the criminal took advantage, 
grabbing the purse and running 
out the bodega, which is near 
Bay 14th Street. 

He was later picked-up. The 
woman had her belongings — in- 
cluding her passport — returned. 

Nightly theft 

A woman came home to her 
83rd Street apartment on March 
22, to find her front door un- 
locked and nearly $4,000 stolen, 
police said. 

She noticed the crime at around 
9 pm when she returned to the 
home, which is near 14th Avenue. 

Brain lock 

A man returned to his 67th 
Street apartment on March 21 to 
find the front door open and his 
property gone. 

The man came back to his 
home, which is near New Utrecht 
Avenue, at around 10 am. He 
found more than $600 missing, in- 
cluding jewelry, police said. 

The man told police that his 
son left his key in the front door. 
His neighbors however, were not 
around to ID the robber. 

Dirty laundry 

Thieves broke into a Cropsey 
Avenue Laundromat on March 
21, taking more $3,650, police 

At around 7:30 pm, the 
crooks cut through the security 
locks of a side door to get into 
the Laundromat, which is near 
Bay 17th Street. 
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No Victory for FDNY 

Ambulances will not go there anymore 


The Wej^Ut is Over. 

Medical Center 
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The LUTHERAN MEDICAL CENTER Surgical Weight Loss Institute is proud to be 
the only weight loss center in Brooklyn named a Bariatric Surgery Center of 
Excellence by the American Society for Bariatric Surgery, while also holding a 
Level I Accreditation from the American College of Surgeons. 

For some, the lifelong commitment to good health starts with bariatric weight loss sur- 
gery. Lutheran Medical Center Surgical Weight Loss Institute takes a unique approach 
to treating serious obesity-related conditions — lifestyle support. 
We stand beside our patients all the way with: 

• Psychological counseling 

• Dedicated nutritionists and dietitians 

• Personalized exercise regimens 

• Aftercare psychotherapy group sessions 

Lifestyle support and the best weight loss surgical techniques available anywhere — 
you deserve it. And now, Brooklyn has it. 

To find out if you’re a candidate for weight loss surgery or one of our lifestyle 
support programs, please call 1-718-630-RXRX (7979). 
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Surgical Weight Loss Institute 


150 55th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11220 
1-718-630-RXRX (7979) 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.com 
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Postal Service Mon-Fri: 8am-8pm; Sat: lOam-Spm 



■ Convenient 
location (off Exit 
5 on the Belt 
Pkwy, B6 bus 
stops in front) 

■ 


1730 Shore Parkway 

(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: ( 718 ) 946-9200 
Fax: ( 718 ) 266-0888 


Correction 

In our March 17 edition an ar- 
ticle was accompanied by a 
three-year-old photo of Rep. Vito 
Fossella (R-Bay Ridge) handing 
a ceremonial check to officials of 
Victory Memorial Hospital, 
which later went bankrupt in part 
due to the poor management of 
one of the officials to whom Fos- 
sella was handing the check 
(“Victory finds partner”). We 
should have pointed out that the 
grant money in the 2004 picture 
had been allocated to support the 
hospital’s emergency room, not 
the disgraced hospital official. 
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• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 
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Writing the book 
on new haggadah 


D espite her 

agnostic Jew- 
ish upbringing 
on Manhattan’s Upper 
West Side, Smartmom 
loves Passover, the only 
Jewish holiday her fam- 
ily ever celebrated. 


SMART 

mom 


By Louise Crawford 


And believe it or not, she’s a 
real purist when it comes to that 
day. That’s why she got a little 
nervous when someone sent her 
a copy of the “Haggadah for 
Buddhists and Jews.” 

Okay, everyone knows that 
Smartmom likes to practice 
Buddhist meditation on her 
bright red meditation pillow lis- 
tening to the sounds of a sus- 
tained singing bowl drone from 
Thich Nat Hanh’s Plum Village. 

But on Pesach? 

Sure, Smartmom’s family of 
origin rarely went to synagogue 
and didn’t even light Hanukah 
candles — they actually cele- 
brated Christmas, although both 
of her parents were Jewish. 

But for Buddha’s sake, 
Passover is Passover — and 
you don’t mess with it. 

Privately, as a child, Smart- 
mom had intermittent longings 
to be more Jewish than her 
family. She secretly tried to fast 
on Yom Kippur — though she 
was rarely able to make it 
through the whole day. 

During Passover, she tried to 
skip the Pepperidge Farm white 
bread in favor of matzo, but it 
was hard to resist the French 
toast her mother prepared for 
breakfast in the morning. 

Smartmom has early memo- 
ries of sitting with her mother’s 
extended family at the laige mod- 
em dining room table of their 
Riverside Drive apartment listen- 
ing to her grandfather read from a 
Maxwell House haggadah. 

Though less than 6, Smart- 
mom could tell that something 
important was going on because 
her normally gentle grandfather 
adopted a dramatic tone that 
conveyed reverence and gravity. 

This night really was differ- 
ent from all other nights. 



Made 4 Me 
Boutique 
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When Smartmom became an 
adult, she learned that there were 
as many styles of Passover 
Seders as there are Jews. 

In college, she attended lefty 
Seders with a group of self-styled 
anarchists, Socialist Zionists, and 
atheists, who emphasized the 
straggles of all people to be free. 

Later, when she became ob- 
sessed with the Holocaust, she 
attended a Seder, which incor- 
porated the Warsaw Ghetto up- 
rising and the words of Primo 
Levi and Elie Wiesel. 

During a year-long sojourn 
in Israel, Smartmom celebrated 
a secular Passover in a Kibbutz 
dining hall with hundreds of 
kibbutzniks. 

When she neared the age of 
30, Smartmom’s family Passover 
Seders stopped. Her parents were 
divorced, her grandparents were 
dead, and her cousins were de- 
veloping new traditions with 
their own families 

Then, she married Hepcat, a 
WASP farm boy from northern 
California brought up as a Pres- 
byterian by a mother who de- 
scribes herself as an animist. 

A fter teen spirit 

and the Oh So Feisty 
One were bom, Hepcat 
was open to as much Judaism 
as she wanted to dole out. He 
finds the whole religion thing to 
be an interesting adventure 
(Hepcat just loves to wear a 
yarmulke and prayer shawl at 
bat mitzvahs — and they are 
flattering on him). 

Needless to say, it was up to 
Smartmom to “produce” the 
family’s Seder. Whether they 
were having family, friends, or 
just themselves, she always led 
the Seder and selected the hag- 
gadah they were going to use. 

While Smartmom’s seders are 
a little offbeat, they do hover 
closely to certain traditions. 
Passover — from buying the 
matzo, the gefilte fish, the sickly 
sweet Manischewitz wine; chop- 
ping apples and walnuts for the 
chorosis; roasting the brisket; set- 
ting the table with their best 
plates and silver and the Seder it- 
self — is when Smartmom in- 


The answers are... 

Here are the answers to our religion quiz on page 3. 

1) Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

2) Kama Sutra, Yoga Sutra, Bhagavad Gita, Ramayana, Laws 
of Manu , Vedas , Brahmanas , Aranyakas , Upanishads , Mahab- 
harata and Puranas. 

3) The Koran. 

4) Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 

5) Life is suffering, suffering has an origin, suffering can be 
overcome (nirvana) and the path to overcoming suffering is the 
Noble Eightfold Path. 

6) Ramadan is the Muslim holy month of fasting. 

7) Do unto others as you would have them do unto you. 

8) Thou shalt have no other God but Me, thou shaft not steal, 
thou shaft not lie, thou shaft not take the Lord’s name in vain, 
thou shalt not worship graven images, thou shalt remember the 
Sabbath and keep it holy, thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not 
commit adultery, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, thou 
shalt honor thy father and thy mother. 

9) “Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment 
of a religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” 

10) No, it is not. The saying is Benjamin Franklin’s and is di- 
rectly contradicted by Proverbs 28:26, “He who trusts in him- 
self is a fool.” 


stills a modicum of Jewish tradi- 
tion into her children. 

So it was with some trepida- 
tion that Smartmom approached 
the “Haggadah for Jews and 
Buddhists,” an attempt to express 
the universal theme of Passover 
to traditional Jews, Buddhists and 
people of diverse spiritual lean- 
ings. Yet Smartmom’s trepida- 
tions melted away she found her- 
self intrigued by the idea of trying 
something new. 

Right from the beginning, this 
haggadah, written by Elizabeth 
Pearce-Glassheim, speaks to the 
symbolic power of the holiday as 
it describes the enslavement of 
the Jews and their journey to 
freedom as a metaphor for con- 
sciousness and their striving for 
release from attachment towards 
spiritual growth. 

Whoa. The age of the new- 
age Seder has really arrived. 

While this hagaddah is struc- 
turally the same as most Reform- 
style haggadahs and includes all 
the familiar sections, it’s the lan- 
guage and interpretations that 
makes all the difference. 

For example: “Passover em- 
bodies our desire to connect 
with all facets of our lives, to 
remember that we are spiritual 
beings having a human experi- 
ence, and to help us to remem- 
ber all the way that we enslave 
ourselves when we are not de- 
ciding with our right mind and 
when we lapse into automatic, 
familiar thought patterns.” 

(Smartmom can almost hear 
Groovy Grandpa: “Where did 
you find this meshuganah hag- 
gadah?”) 

And then: “We enslave our- 
selves when we remain in the 
mitzayrim (the narrow place) of 
confusion and disconnection 
with our own and others’ essen- 
tial nature.” 

(“What is this Passover or 
therapy?” Smartmom could 
imagine Diaper Diva saying.) 

Smartmom jumped ahead to 
the Four Questions, probably 
the most important part of the 
Seder for the way that it repre- 
sents the Jewish tradition of 
questions and dialogue. 

In this section, the author 
speaks directly to the tradition- 
alist, the humanist or secular 
Jew, the Buddhist, and non- 
Jewish friends, a thought-pro- 
voking attempt to explain the 
universal meanings of Passover 
to a diverse group of people. 

But as Smartmom read the 
haggadah, she recognized that 
her Buddhist self has everything 
to do with her secular Jewish self. 

Smartmom has found that 
meditation has provided her with 
her first experience of a divine 
power. Meditation offered her ac- 
cess to the universe, to God, to 
“whatever” — something she 
never felt in a synagogue. 

And yet, her experience with 
Buddhist meditation has helped 
her to understand the meaning 
of prayer and reflection for 
Jews and others. 

Practicing Buddhist medita- 
tion hasn’t made Smartmom 
feel any less Jewish or any less 
capable of passing on Jewish 
history and my brand of secular 
Judaism to her children. 

N OW THE REALLY BIG 
question: Does she 

want to integrate these 
two traditions and conduct a 
Seder using the “Haggadah for 
Jews and Buddhists”? 

“Hell no,” Teen Spirit said 
(he doesn’t like change). “I like 
Passover just the way it is.” 
Still, Smartmom thinks it’s 
worth a try. If she can commu- 
nicate Passover’s message of 
freedom while conveying her 
growing interest in self-discov- 
ery and spiritual growth to Teen 
Spirit, OSFO, and even Hepcat, 
she says, “Why not?” 

Whatever happens, it should, 
at the very least, provoke a great 
conversation over the gefilte fish. 

Haggadah for Jews and Bud- 
dhists, by Elizabeth Pearce- 
Glassheim (Modem Haggadah 
Distribution, 2006), can be 
downloaded for $7 from 
www.modernhaggadah.com. 

Louise Crawford also writes 
the Web site, "Only the blog 
knows Brooklyn." Her upcom- 
ing "Blogfest" is on May 10. 


Child Care Available 


Park Slope 

Two families recommending 
our baby nurse. 
www.ClassicBabyNurse.com 
(917) 345-1575 


PhysicAlly ActIve. 

Nature OmENTEd. 
OuTdooR.TRAVELiNq 
Day Camp 

ESJB3S3 Swimming at a lake, pool and 
the beach. Weekly hikes and trips to Museums, 
Zoos, Playgrounds, The Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, Bowling and a special trip to Sesame Place 



Experienced, 
Carefully Chosen, 
Adult Staff 
Flexible Schedule: 
3, 4, 5 or 6 weeks 
3, 4 or 5 days a 

Early drop-off 
(8am) and late 
pick up (6pm) 
available 
Ages 5 to 1 1 
years 


ParIl Slops • (718) 768 6419 

27 years of operation 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 



unique puppet show 
balloons and face painting 
perfect for kids 2-8 
for over twenty five years 

“cheerful nuttiness!” - N.Y. Times 

718 686-6801 



Rico the Clown 

Masician & Comical Nerd 

Games, M.C., Comic Roastings PP 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications' 

71 8 - 434-9697 
917 - 318-9092 



Photography 



KAREN LANDMANN 

CHILD PSYCHOLOGIST 

T 

Call for Holiday Packages 

718.369.0244 nikibistudio.com 

KIDS PORTRAITS 

RECITALS & BIRTHDAYS 
2 1 2-866-2822 
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summer day camp 
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Different activities daily 
Experienced staff 
weekly & monthly sessions 
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SUMMER CAMP 

GUIDE*' 


PARK SLOPE • BAY RIDGE • WINDSOR TERRACE • KENSINGTON 


-&4e Raft* -steffc 



Our Camp 


• Variety of programs for 
campers age 3'/z to 15 

• Safe, fun, stimulating 
environment 

• Very flexible registration; 
accommodating 9 week 
season 

• Free morning transportation 
from most Bay Ridge and 
Brownstone Brooklyn areas 

• Established 1992 


Spring 

Mini-Camp 

April 2 - 6, 9 - 10 
7 days of trips & activities 
based in Park Slope 

Open House for 
Summer Camp 

Sunday, April 1 5 
presentations at 12 and 1pm 
339 8 St. just below 6 Ave. 


7 18-7 88-PSC D (7732) 
www.parkslopedaycamp.com 



^ ^giner 

friends 

Summer Programs For 
Kids ages 2-14 

Brooklyn Friends School summer programs take 
the best of the school year experience and make 
that light shine ever brighter! 

Our three programs--Summer Camp for 2 to 8 year 
olds, Summer Arts for 9 to 1 1 year olds, and 
summer intensives for 12 to 14 year olds--are 
distinguished by their outstanding faculty and 
favorable student-teacher ratio. 

Sessions available from June 20 to July 27 

Things to Learn at Friends 
Hip-Hop, Rock ‘n’ Roll, Hands-on 
Science, Tennis, Dance, Swimming, 
Gardening, Woodworking. Fiber Arts, 
Shadow Puppets, Giant Masks, 
Music Video, Animation, Theater, 
Painting, Drawing, Printmaking, 
and Juggling. 



BROOKLYN FRIENDS SCHOOL • 375 PEARL STREET • DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN 
718-852-1029 • WWW.BOOKLYNFRIENDS.COM 



jtuggs s^ooi, 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 
Exclusive outdoor facilities 

■Q Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Summer Program Available 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


JEWISH SPORTS ACAPEMY 

July 2nd - Aug. 13th 


The Hannah Senesh School 

341 Smith Street and First Place 

I} 1 

Specialists in Supervised & Instructional: 

SWIMMING, SOCCER £ TENNIS 




Dramatics • Ballet • Dance • Pony Riding • Trips • Crafts 
Judaic Study • Karate • Computers & Much, Much More!!! 

Delicious & Nutritious Lunch Provided 

Dates: 4 Two-Week Sessions. Hours 9am-3pm. Cost $500 per session. 
Extended Session 8am-6pm. Extra $300 per session 

Contact: Michoel Goldin (718) 928-4192 • michoelgoldin@yahoo.com 
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HELP WANTED 


Dialysis Access Care 

University Physicians of Brooklyn, Inc. 
an Affiliate of SUNY Downstate Medical Center 
is currently seeking an: 



. 


- 
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Interventional RN 

lerience in Cath Lab, Special Procedu 


We offer an excellent benefits package at 
competitive compensation! 


Tel: 866.998.4023 


J Lifeline Inc, 



CADNETAds 

ilB§i 

wmm 

— i 



MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to $150 daily. Get paid 
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S3-400. Oh Paid. 1-800-772-1 142. 1-310-721-0726. ' 
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EARN EXTRA INCOME assembling CD cases from 


pay.com 1-800-267-3944, Ext 325 

Mattress 8; Bedding 



1 -866-398-1 1 1 3, code-1 1 

GOVERNMENT JOBS $12-$48/hr. Benefits/ Paid 

ssss 

Maintenance Career. FAA App Jpmgmm. 




REAL 

ESTATE 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent 


HOUSES 


Brooklyn 


Apartments & Rooms Direct from Owners! 


Fort Hamilton 
Pkway 

2 family brick house, 

3 br/2 bth on each floor, 
finished bsmt w/bth. $679K. 

Owner (347)41 6-2691 
Email: shaikhsiddiqi@hotmail.com 



Update NY-Herkimer 
Modern College Dorm Apts 
for sale for SUNY Herkimer. 
Gym, computer room, laundry 
facilities etc. Fully occupied 
w/rent roll of $170k annually. 
Asking price $975K. 

(315) 422-0774 


INSURANCE 

Renter's Insurance 

Only $12.66 - Everyone Qualifies 
$10,000 coverage against fire 
& forced-entry theft 

Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 


SCAN ADS 



SSSEH 




1-866-297-7126 ext 288 
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M^re! TOLL FKE iSl 1 1 3 * 
24 hounSn, 800-887-1897 Change your life. 
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Average Pay $20/hour or $57K/annually 
including federal benefits and overtime. 
Paid training and vacations. 






ggaSa 7903 movetonorthfla com 
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HOME FOR SALE 


ALL NEWLY CONSTRUCTED HOMES 

(718) 847-7400 



Clinton Hill Bed Stuy Crown Heights E. Flatbush 

2 Family Brick. 3 Family Brick. 2 Family Duplex. 2 Family Brick 
3/3 Bdrm. 3/3/3 Bdrm. 1/2 4/4 Bdrms. Duplex. 4/2 

Fin. Bsmnt. Fin. Bsmnt. Terrace Bdrms., Bsmnt 

Terrace Driveway, Terrace Driveway Driveway 


MORTGAGES 



REAL ESTATE AGENTS 




www.nvfraninflorida.com 



MERCHANDISE 


Merchandise for Sale 


Merchandise Wanted 


Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

I LOOKING TO BUY 


SERVICES 


Accountants 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 

• co-op and condo management 

Park Slope Office 

718 - 788-3913 A41 


Attorneys 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 


FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 


111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

( 718 ) 210-4738 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

£S£H 


IME5 

um 


VOICE • DATA • FIBER 
VIDEO • AUDIO 


INSTALLATIONS 

212 619-3132 


CABLESANDCHIPSINC.COM 



k TheBusinessStore.com 


Individual & Corporate Tax Preparatio 

718 - 623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 


LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray,P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 
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■feSr HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 





A&K 
Tile Studio 


>rs, glass 


Kitchen and bath designe 

° f TalaT”^ "”* bl,e ' ° n - ' ' 


ole, Grar 


Zodiac, Caesar Stone, Okite and Ice Stone for countertops. 

336 9th Street °P en L'fe a _™ eek 


(718) 369-6873 




m - 6:30pm 



BfDBTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORR 


1 -888-BO BTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

• Technicians specializing in repair and upgrades 
of older homes built before 1980 


r e $25. 


• 100% m 

• Men 

I Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.com 



■O ANY HOUSE 

“g' EXTERMINATING INC. 

Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water Bugs • Bed Bugs 

(718) 443-9134 

Don’t Be Bugged, Call NOW! 


^ FULLY INSURED 

SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & REL IABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


ZA V PLUMBING & HEATING L LC 

Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 

• Boiler Installation & Repair • Oil to Gas Conversion 
• Radiant Heating Design • Hot Water Heaters Replaced 
• Boiler Controls & Trouble Shooting • All Types of Heating Systems 
& Radiators Installed & Repaired • Annual Boiler Inspection 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC# 2011 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company with out checking the following 

Make sure of: Billing Procedure. 

Service Hours: Vigilante surprises, we charge by 
has true 24 hr Service the jrt not hour 

Warranties, Guarantees rlrrlLARTE 

& Satisfaction Policies. Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning 
We have the best in the business /y-i o\ coo Kill 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed V 1 . r. V .... 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call.- 718 - 893-4006 



Alternative Energy || Electricians || Handyman 


Bring the 
POWER 
of Wind 
to your 
HOME 

866-Wind-123 

NYWind.com 


• VIOLATIONS REMOVED • 
• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 

Renovations/Enlargments/Residential 


j^ T 1718)855-1237 

ZiO\R<:HIT€CTUR€ 


Leinster 

Contracting 


Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


Bathrooms, Kitchen & Tile 


John 

Costelloe 


Specializing in tile jobs - large and small. 

John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 


Carpet Cleaning 



Cleaning Services 


M^HurpIni's Jfflaibsli 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


I 718-703-1407 S 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

Design Assist./ Archit. Enginr. 
www.decksbybart.com 


— NAM 

DEMOLITION 

Hassle Free! We Do It All! 
No Permit! No Dum|>ster! 

No Leber Needed! 


FREE ESTIMATES!! rfCh 

www.NMDemoUtion.com 

(718) 351-6273 


ALECTRAinc. 


Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


PT Installations 
OtSHIS Electrical Contractor 

Licensed & Insured/ Residential-Commercia^ 

^eeEstimates. EmergenCy Service ‘ 

Call Nick (718) 331-3210 




I 

Residential & r P 
Commercial 

Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 

Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas • Bedbugs 
Moths • Mice • Rats 

LICENSED & INSURED 


Floor Maintenance 


All Kinds of LAMINATION 

Hardwood Floors $1. 50/SQ.FT 

$2.50/SQ.FT. 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(347)278-0331 TIM 
(646) 372-2581 TIMUR 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation •Repairs 
•Scraping •Sanding 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 

* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 
Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 




It’s Spring! 

Wake up your garden 

Garden Service 


Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


The Artist Garden 

Garden Design and 
Installation specializing 
in bluestone 
James Stephenson 
www.theartistgarden.ee 
1-646-644-7156 
zanzibarblue@ 
hotmail.com 



JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 


Landscape Floral Design 

Spring is coming 

Garden design, installation 


Kristen Austin 718.522.1232 


CALL NED 


Vallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 A30 


To Advertise on this page 
call Adam at: 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


KBM Contracting 

FREE ESTIMATE 

(718) 763-0379 


Movers (Licensed) 


Jf 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & Estimates 

718 484-7514 


Dave's DJ. Moving 
& Storage Available 

/Vritten Binding Estimates Avail. Commercia 
5c residential. We carry building insurance. Al 
urniture^added Free. Courteous, reliable 

^7^843^4^7 


TOP HAT MOVERS 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 


Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 



Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences <& Firescapes 


Eves: 1 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


Interiors 


Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 


718-921-6176 


SUNSHINE 

NYS Registered 1974 Painter 

718-748-6990 


Low Price 

sSsI 

718-439-7309 


Room & Apartment 
Painting 

Quality & Clean Work 
LOW PRICES! 

Call anytime or leave a msg 

718-435-2351 


FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING NEEDS 

Installation & Repairs of: 

• Broken Pipes/Re-Piping 


RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 

Edward’s esl issi 

Contracting Co. 

718 757 5693 


Expert Plastering 

Demetrious 
(718) 7834868 M5 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
» m Plumbing H M 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 


H E N C H Y 

AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 

We can assist you in managing your 


We ha, 


212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 


Schwamberger 
Roofing 

ofing. Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 


718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


1 in Finding & 
Repairing Problem Leaks 

fiLL TYPES OF ROOFING 

• Shingles • Rubber Roof 
• 90 Lb. Tar Roof • Gravel Roofs 
• Skylights • Siding • Gutters 

Oven. 25 ^femna Sxfien&ettce 

718 209 1584 

lie# 1242457 
Fully Insured & Bonded 

EDWARD'S CONTRACTING CO. 


Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


RESIDENTIAL & Serving All 

COMMERCIAL fffeiP'EfSlsM of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 


A. Stewart Roofing 

30 years experience 
Licensed #1204810 
Affordable & Insured 

1-800-636-3944 


BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP. 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 


(718) 382-4449 asl 


Mark's Roofing 

All types of roofing 
15 years experience 

(718) 477-6191 
(917) 498-6591 


Rubbish Remova 




CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1 1 80 Fully Insured 
10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


V EAGLE 

Rubbish Removal Inc. 

www.EagleRubbishRemoval.com 

(718) 871-0997 

Residential • Commercial 


an Up Crew Available 



Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Be 


Time to Wash Your Windows 

Gusto Window Washing 

Have the professionals do it 


Contact Donel 

646-295-5668 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

" - nair ALL TYPES of windo - 
Save Energy! 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

4218 Third Ave. 2nd. FI; BrookljL, NY 
Careful & considerate 

vr ' cel 959 


Movers(Licenced) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


21 49 E. 72nd. St. DOT#321 49 

718-763-1435 


CONTRACTORS 


BEAGLE 


C 7AvantP > 

Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• Bathrooms Jobs are Owner Supervised •Roofing 

• Custom Kitchens • Siding 

• Finished Basements We have been • Windows 

doing a great job 
for over ten years • Dorm “ 

• Roof Raisers 

718-375-8292 


Lie# 1157104 


Weinstein Miller 

Fine Interior Work 

Kitchens & Baths 

(718)288-8962 


Excel Builders 

& Renovators Inc. 


(718) 624-5300 

Restoration* Baths • Kitchens 
Brownstone Renovations 

www.excelbuilds.com 


, Chris Mullins 

’ General Contracting 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


Lie #1 14276 • Free Est • Insured 

(718) 998-1110 


A.K. AZAD 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

Interior & Exterior 

Brownstone Restoration Specialist 

Waterproofing, Roofing, Brick Pointing 
ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WORK 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
917-519-4476 

License 917-674-1673 Insured 


Scott's Contracting 

All Phases of Const. & Reno. 
FREE ESTIMATES a. 
Over Ten Years of Exp. 

Licenced M 
Big or Small Jobs^ 

917-912-8124 


CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

general contractor 

• Fin. Basements • Kitchens 

• Bathrooms • Framing 

• Sheetrock • Doors 

• Plastering • Decks 

• Retaining Walls • Painting 

• Hardwood Flooring • Pergo 

• Ceramic Tile • Windows 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 


(917) 400-6028 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN- PRODUCTS •REMDDELINQ 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
"No Job Too Big or Too Small ” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
898711 Office: 64 1 9 Bay Parkway 


Vist Brooklyn Paper 
online at: 

vww.brooklynpaper.corr 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


718-686-1100 


i-ree tsti mates • 


American Eagle 
'Construction Corp. 

Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 
• Demolition & Renovation • Painting/Removing 

• Brickwork • Brownstone Repair 
•Roofing Jobs *810000 • Sheetrock 

• Tile Poor Work • Cement Work 

• Kitchen • Bathrooms, Basements & More! 

Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 

americaneagleconstruction@yahoo.com 


MELODY 

Contracting NY Inc. 

Exterior & Interior 

Roofing • Masonry • Concrete 


(718) 633-5249 
(917) 302-1397 

Fully Licensed & Insured 


Pt^muwe 


<§> Co-ops ® Lofts ® Brownstones 

\ 5 7 18408-0812 

vw. p rog res s i vegcc. 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices. 
Painting, drywall, plumbing, floor- 
ing, tiling, carpentry, and more 

The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

- prompt, kept scheduling 

Total experience 

- experienced craftsmen 

Total back-up 

- advice and guidance 

Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150 

Total Property Services, Inc. 

' 917-682-0085™" 

Dorothy 
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Bruce Ratner is buying 


this guy a car! 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Bruce Ratner is buying the son of 
one of his fiercest opponents a Beemer. 

The Atlantic Yards developer has 
settled a lawsuit filed by opponent Pe- 
ter Williams after Williams’ son was ar- 
rested for removing a Ratner-owned 
surveillance camera from a hallway in 
a building owned by Williams. 


“I can’t tell you how much we got,” 
said Williams. “But Lars is looking to 
buy the most expensive BMW.” 

The family’s building, on Sixth Av- 
enue between Pacific and Dean streets, 
is within the Atlantic Yards footprint, 
but has not yet been acquired by Rat- 
ner. It sits adjacent to a Forest City Rat- 
ner-owned building, and the Will- 
iamses had allowed the development 


company to use their hallway as an 
emergency exit. 

But after a surveillance camera ma- 
terialized in that same hallway, Lars 
Williams took it down. Later, he was 
arrested for it. 

Upon his release, he and his father 
promptly filed a lawsuit in Manhattan 
Supreme Court against Ratner; his 
vice president, James Stuckey; and 


Michael Machuch, who signed the po- 
lice complaint against Williams. The 
lawsuit charged that Ratner had no 
right to install the camera on the 
Williamses’ property or have Lars 
Williams arrested. 

Forest City Ratner has refused to 
comment on the case and would not 
even confirm that it had been settled. 

But Peter Williams said the setdement 


has been a financial boon for his son. 

“Now, Lars can study cooking in 
London for three months,” said Will- 
iams. “No one likes to be arrested. But if 
you can pay off your student loans and 
pay your lawyers’ [$28,000 legal] bill, 
worse things could happen.” 

“Lars is happy,” added Williams. “In 
the final analysis, it was not a terrible 



Lars Williams 


Slope 

cop 

shot 

By Dana Rubinstein 
and Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Flatbush Avenue was in 
lock-down and crawling with 
cops on Tuesday night after a 
gun-toting, pot- smoking crim- 
inal allegedly shot a police of- 
ficer in the ankle less than two 
blocks from his 78th Precinct 
headquarters. 

The officer, Rory Mangra, 27, 



Rory Mangra 


was taken to New York Metho- 
dist Hospital with a broken fibu- 
la. Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly and Mayor Bloomberg 
rushed to his bedside, where 
they found Mangra in stable 
condition and expected to recov- 
er fully. He was released from 
the hospital on Wednesday. 

Officers Mangra and Erik 
Merizalde were on patrol in an 
unmarked car at around 7:15 pm, 
when they spotted Kingsley 
Newland, 23, of Williamsburg, 
smoking a joint in front of a hair 
salon at 443 Dean St., cops said. 

When Mangra left the car and 
approached his reefer-toking tar- 
get, he sprinted toward Flatbush 
Avenue. Merizalde swung his 
car in front of the fugitive, who 
then dove over its hood, police 

When Mangra, a former Ma- 
rine, caught up to Newland, the 
perp allegedly pulled out a .22 
caliber pistol from his waist- 
band and shot the cop in the 
right ankle. 

Cops say Newland tried to 
fire off another shot, but his gun 
jammed, allowing police to col- 
lar him. 

In the haze of the moment, 
Newland then apologized to the 
cops, telling them, “I didn’t 
mean it,” according to Kelly. 

The police shut down Flat- 
bush, from Fourth to Seventh 
avenues, for at least two hours 
to conduct an investigation. 
Cops said they were hunting a 
man who may have been with 
Newland. 

Newland was charged with at- 
tempted murder, assault, criminal 
use of a firearm, criminal posses- 
sion of a weapon, and last, but 
not least, criminal possession of 
weed. He had been arrested at 
least seven times before, mostly 
for drag possession and sales, po- 
lice said. 

On Wednesday, residents of 
the block weren’t surprised by 
the police report of a man 
smoking pot in their midst. 

“It happens,” said one man 
leaving a bodega. “It’s not that 
big a deal.” 

At the Methodist Hospital 
press conference Bloomberg 
said just the opposite, praising 
the officers for going after 
Newland after spotting him 
with the joint. 

And both he and Kelly 
sought to reassure Park Slope 
that the neighborhood is safe. 

“Crime here in the 78th 
Precinct is down 1 1 percent so 
far this year, and the only other 
shooting in this precinct this 
year was of another police offi- 
cer, Andrew Suarez,” said Kel- 
ly, referring to the Feb. 10 inci- 
dent in which another cop from 
the 78th Precinct was shot 
while in patrol in Park Slope. 




Good day. Please allow me to introduce myself. 

I am Sir Charge, 

Verizon’s best-kept secret. 


Time Warner Cable has a home phone plan that’s easy to 
understand with charges you’d expect. 


Stop supporting this guy. 


I pop up unexpectedly... 

...all over your Verizon home phone bill. They do manage to 
keep this old scoundrel busy in the most inexplicable manner, 
but one thing is clear: Sir Charge and your money make a 
splendid royal couple. 


Call 1.800.0KCable anytime. 

Yes. Even before 8:00 a.m. or after 6:00 p.m. Weekends? No problem. 


Ratner 

correction 

An article on Bruce Ratner ’s 
huge lobbying expenses (“Rat- 
ner’s lobby hobby,” March 24) 
misidentified what the Health- 
care Association of New York 
State is. The organization repre- 
sents more than 550 non-profit 
and public hospitals, nursing 
homes, home care agencies, and 
other health care organizations 
throughout New York State. The 
Brooklyn Paper regrets the error. 




